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PREFACE 


“In that word ‘’Unting’, wot a ramification of know- 
ledge is compressed.” Thus spoke Mr. Jorrocks in his 
first “sporting lector”, and how true this is! I do not 
propose to touch on any of the many subjects enumerated 
by him, such as “ the choice of an ‘ors, the boots, the 
breeches, the saddle, the bridle, or even the fox”, but 
confine myself rigidly to remarks on the “’ound and 
"Untsman” in these few pages. The breeding of fox- 
hounds is the most interesting and absorbing kind of 
breeding of any kind of animal. In the first place, you 
get your results quicker, and the interest continues from 
year’s end to year’s end. 

You can begin mating your bitches the first week of 
November, and you can go on right into May if necessary. 
It is a vexed question whether early or late whelps turn out 
the best. Some swear by early ones, while some Masters 
will not put a bitch to until after Christmas. 

To those really keen about breeding hounds the arrival 
of the whelps alone is of the greatest interest, with all the 
hopes and fears as to what they will eventually turn out. 
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Then during the early part of the hunting season, as one 
goes about the country one sees the previous generation of 
puppies at their quarters, and what a pleasure that is, and 
again one is filled with hopes or fears as to the quality 
of the next season’s entry. Soon after Christmas some 
puppies will be sent in from walk, and as they continue to 
come in during the next three months one gets a better 
idea as to the prospects of success or failure. What joy 
it is when a really promising puppy comes in and you see 
him for the first time on the flags of your kennel! You 
criticize him all round. What bone, what quality, ah yes! 
just like his old sire or dam; that’s the sort to breed. Or, 
the puppy wants a little more time; he will thicken out 
and grow, at any rate, into a useful fox-catcher, not quite 
straight, but perhaps he will improve, but he is bound to 
hunt, and so on. The end of the season comes, the draft 
has to be settled, the rounding of young hounds, the dread 
distemper, and finally the puppy show—and all this time 
the new crop of whelps have been growing, many already 
gone to quarters, which in due course will take their share 
of inspection when hunting begins. 

But cub-hunting comes first, when you can see the 
young ones start at their work. Few people who have not 
kept hounds can realize what that means to a hound-loving 
Master; and as the season goes on this pleasure increases 
as you note the success of the various young hounds, and 
see them either racing to the front, throwing their tongues 
on the cold scenting plough, or breaking up their fox with 
all the keenness of their parents. 
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Pages might be written about this, but that is not the 
object of this book. It all sounds so nice and easy: the 
whelps are bred quite easily; they are reared quite easily, 
sent out to walk and come in quite naturally. Perhaps 
many people who go out hunting think like that and never 
give a thought to what it really means. It is not every- 
body that can rear whelps, and when the whelps are old 
enough to go out to quarters, if you wish to have them 
really well walked, you must previously have gained the 
confidence of your good friends and neighbours, so that 
when the puppies are sent to them they are willing to take 
all the care, trouble and expense of bringing them up, which 
is absolutely necessary if they are to become worthy of a 
place in your pack; but if you have both these advantages you 
will not breed a good pack of hounds unless you mate your 
bitches in the best way. And this brings me to the object 
of my book. I want to show that the breeding is a science 
which must be deeply studied if you want to produce really 
first-rate hounds, and that it is not simply a case of putting 
your bitches to any stallion hound that may take your fancy 
at the moment. In that way you may breed some good 
hounds, but you will not obtain a really first-class pack of 
a given type, with all the essential qualities of nose, voice, 
drive, stoutness and looks, which is so desirable, until 
long years of experience have taught you that the breeding 
of hounds is a science, that you must have a method, and if 
that method is to be successful the greatest attention must 
be paid to the scientific blending of certain hunting strains, 
which will reproduce themselves in the surest manner. 
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Surely, then, must the breeding of hounds be more in- 
teresting than the breeding of any other kind of animal, for 
you not only have the pleasure of producing animals of 
the most perfect beauty and symmetry, but they must 
have every other kind of quality as well, such as great 
intelligence, high courage, keenness, faithfulness, good 
temper, and endurance under every sort of difficulty; and 
with all this you have the satisfaction of seeing them at 
their work, exhibiting these virtues every day that you go 
out hunting. You mark their success, the good hits that 
one or more make, perhaps the turning-point which makes 
a bad day into a good sporting hunt, or a cast that leads to 
the ultimate triumph of accounting for your fox. 

What other form of breeding can offer you such pleasure 
with sport combined? Possibly the breeding of race- 
horses or whippets may come in the second place, but how 
do those two sports compare with two or four days a week 
regular hunting for seven months in the year, every day of 
which, if you keep your eyes open, you can secure a winner 
in one or other of your hounds leading the pack, while in 
racing, if half-a-dozen races are won in a year one may 
consider one has been lucky, and other days when your 
horse does not win it is only a disappointment. I leave 
out all the additional pleasure and art of riding to hounds, 
and all that that entails, as known to the majority of hunting 
men: the excitement of the find, the wild rush of the “ gone 
away ”’, the race for the lead and the big fences or brooks 
that are negotiated. I confine myself simply to a few 
remarks on the breeding of hounds, how it has been done 
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in the past, and how it is being done at present, in the hope 
that they may be of some use to Masters of Hounds and 
huntsmen who are interested in that subject. 

I should like to express my sincere thanks to my friends, 
Lord Yarborough, Captain E. Foljambe, Sir Villiers Forster 
and Mr. J.P. Arkwright, for so generously assisting my work 
by placing at my disposal photographs of portraits of some 
of those hounds owned by them, which are mentioned in 
this book. These undoubtedly are of great interest in 
showing the development of the foxhound during the last 
hundred years or more. I do not think any of these have 
been published before, and I have refrained from including 
the portraits of hounds like the Brocklesby Rallywood, etc., 
which have already been produced, some of them often, in 
other books, and are probably already familiar to breeders 
of hounds. 

BATHURST. 
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CHAPTER I 
HOUND BREEDING 


As far as I know, there is no book that tells you how to 
breed perfect hounds, so if a young man contemplates 
becoming a Master of Hounds, he has to find out the 
secrets of success himself, and that can only be done by 
long years of experience, involving many disappointments 
before complete success is finally attained. A young 
Master may buy all the books that were ever written on 
hunting from Beckford downwards; he may read them 
over and over again, but he will find very little to tell him 
how to mate his bitches so as to ensure breeding a pack 
of hounds with all the necessary qualities of voice, nose, 
drive, stoutness and looks. The authors of the many 
books that have been written on fox-hunting devote many 
pages to kennel management, the feeding and breaking of 
hounds, etc. The perfect hound is described and eulo- 
gized, and the faults and imperfections which should be 
avoided are enumerated. In fact, much may be learnt by 
the close study of these books, some of which give excellent 
advice, but the one thing that cannot be learnt from them 
is the method of breeding really good hounds. There 
have been many great breeders of hounds from the days of 
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Mr. Foljambe and Lord Henry Bentinck down to the 
present day, including the late Duke of Beaufort, the late 
1oth Lord Willoughby de Broke, the late Lord Chaplin, 
Lord Coventry and Lord Lonsdale, but, as far as | know, 
they kept the secret of their success to themselves, so that 
every Master and huntsman has to find it out for them- 
selves, with more and generally less success. I do not 
pretend that in this small book that I can lay down the 
golden rule which leads to perfect and complete success. 
The subject is much too large and intricate, the aims of 
breeders much too varied for any one rule to satisfy the 
different ideas of what a perfect hound should be. 

Some M.F.H. like big heavy-boned hounds of great 
substance, and will not look at a stallion hound unless he 
is of the Belvoir tan in colour, and their great ambition 
is to win prizes at Peterborough. 

Others fancy small hounds on the ground that they are 
quicker and more handy to hunt. Some are not so par- 
ticular if their hounds are a bit quiet, while others will not 
keep a mute one. I can therefore only hope to write 
down a few hints, the result of nearly forty years’ experience 
in breeding hounds, which at any rate may be of interest to 
those who may just be starting a new pack of hounds or 
possibly have undertaken to hunt a country with a pack 
which have suffered from many changes of Mastership 
with no fixed ideas as to the breeding of their hounds. 
Nothing can be more disastrous to the efficiency of a pack 
of hounds than these short tenures of office of Masters or 
with constant changes of huntsmen; good hounds cannot 
be bred unless the qualities of their progenitors are known 
for several generations back; otherwise there is no con- 
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tinuity or system of breeding. The short-term Master 
has probably had very little experience, while each new 
huntsman swears by the blood of some different kennel in 
which he was formerly at. The result is chaos, 

In my opinion, the best advice on breeding foxhounds 
was written in an article in the Encyclopedia of Sport on 
hound breeding by my brother, the Hon. L. J. Bathurst, 
Who at that time was Master of the Eggesford Hounds, 
In that article he quotes the preface of the first volume of 
the Foxhound Stud Book, published in 1866, by Cornelius 
Tongue, to the effect that “the successful breeder of 
hounds should follow the principles of the successful 
breeder of race-horses, as it is invariably found that those 
animals are most to be depended upon for the perpetuation 
of their species whose genealogy can be traced in the 
greatest number of direct lines to great celebrities of olden 
time”. Here, then, is the first golden rule that I venture 
to lay down; here is something very definite to go on, and 
a rule that always should be kept in mind when arranging 
for the selection of stallion hounds that are to be used in 
your kennel. If this rule is to be carried out, there is only 
one way to do it, and that is by the most careful study of 
pedigrees. I would therefore add as the second golden 
rule, “Study the pedigrees”, How is this to be done? 
some one may ask, and they may add that they look up the 
pedigrees of their hounds for three or four generations so 
as to avoid breeding too closely, But this is not nearly 
enough, as I will try to explain later on. | fancy that in 
possibly the far larger Proportion of kennels the breeding 
of hounds at the present day is carried out in a very hap- 
hazard sort of way. A great many M.F.H. really know 
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very little about it, although they would not like this to be 
said of them. Some are young; some take little interest 
in the breeding; some may not care; others are old and 
obstinate and stick to their methods which may not be 
correct. A good many of the keen ones make a rule of 
going round as many kennels as they can during the 
summer to inspect the stallion hounds, so that during the 
next season they may send their bitches to those they fancy; 
but this does not always succeed, for how often are they dis- 
appointed when the selected bitch is sent, with the excuse 
that that particular dog is not just then available for service, 
and some other dog has to be used instead. 

I was told a story of a Master of Hounds who went to see 
the stallion hounds of another kennel in order to select the 
most suitable stallions for his bitches; after looking these 
over most carefully he was asked at the end of his visit 
which hounds he had selected; he said he did not know 
which to use, and finally left it to the huntsman to use 
those hounds which he thought would be best for him to 
breed from. 

Many Masters simply send their bitches to a kennel 
without going through the form of a visit of inspection and 
leave the selection of the dog entirely to the huntsman of 
that kennel, so that in that case the breeding becomes 
purely a matter of chance. But there always must be a 
great deal of luck in breeding hounds, for however good a 
judge of hounds the breeder may be, however well he may 
select stallion hounds with the greatest knowledge and 
care, combining all his favourite lines of blood and other 
qualities, all may come to nought and there may be no 
result at all. 
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The disappointments in breeding are innumerable; a 
bitch may fail to breed, or almost as bad as that is if she have 
too many whelps, perhaps fifteen or sixteen weedy little 
things, which rarely survive, and if they do are not likely to 
turn out well. Then there are all the risks of accidents 
while at walk, and the dreadful scourge of distemper to go 
through, which may annihilate your best young hounds 
or leave them subject to fits, with nervous twitches or with 
ruined constitutions. The wonderful thing is how so 
many come through all these risks, and grow into first-rate 
hounds. 


We have now advanced a definite step, that in order to 
breed first-rate hounds we should follow the principles of 
the successful breeder of race-horses. How is this to be 
done? for in breeding race-horses the performances of 
every horse or mare are well known and can be looked up 
in various books. It is true that we now have the Fox- 
hound Kennel Stud Book, but that is only a list of hounds, 
giving sire and dam, with no clue to the performances or 
qualities of any of them; that is only to be learnt by hear- 
say, by which I mean the characters given them by their 
respective owners or huntsmen, and we well know from 
experience how huntsmen will praise and crack up every 
hound he shows you. They are all the very best, wonder- 
ful voices, full of drive, stout as steel, draw well, or marvels 
down a road. You may be certain of hearing all this, so 
really you have only two ways of judging whether you wish 
to use them, first by their looks, and secondly, by seeing 
how much they have been used in their own kennel, and, if 
possible, what the stock they have already got looks like. 
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But there is a third way, which is also most necessary; that 
is to remember my second golden rule, study the pedigrees. 
When you get home make out the pedigrees of those 
hounds that pleased you most, as far back as you can, and 
see if their genealogies trace back to a sufficient number of 
direct lines to well-known and celebrated foxhounds. 

After a time one gets to know certain direct lines, and 
one gets to like some and avoid others. If you know the 
pedigrees of your own bitches you can, with confidence, 
select a stallion hound which traces back to the same 
strain, provided that it is not too near, and that you know 
that particular strain or strains are of the sort that you 
approve of and would like to see reproduced. 

I presume that every M.F.H. has a particular type of 
hound in his mind’s eye which he most admires and thinks 
most desirable, a sort of model or standard to which he 
would like the whole of his pack to conform. 

In former years the type of hound met with in various 
kennels was more marked, and differed considerably, much 
more so than at the present day—the Belvoir, the Milton, 
Warwickshire, Brocklesby, Blankney, Badminton and 
Berkeley being the most marked in difference in type. 

In these days they are less so. The predominance of 
the Belvoir blood, with their numbers of stallion hounds, to 
which so many bitches are sent, has, so to speak, swamped 
the individuality of most kennels. The old Milton sort, 
with their bristling hackles and rather long hair about their 
necks and well-feathered sterns, has rather been lost, 
although no doubt they still have a certain individuality 
of their own. In the same way the old blue badger pies 
of the Badminton have also practically gone owing to the 
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free introduction of direct Belvoir blood, and through the 
purchase of Mr. Austin MacKenzie’s dog hounds, also 
mostly Belvoir. I fancy the Warwickshire have also lost 
the very marked sort created by the roth Lord Willoughby 
de Broke, and although these great kennels can rightly 
boast that they still have a type of their own, the difference 
is not nearly so clearly defined as it used to be. Perhaps 
the Berkeley, most of all of those kennels that I have 
mentioned, still retain their old characteristics, with their 
rather short noses and wide forehead, many being white 
pied hounds; but even there I fear they have suffered a 
certain amount of change through the introduction of a 
good deal of outside blood, instead of keeping to the rule 
of the old Admiral, Sir Maurice Berkeley, rst Lord Fitz- 
hardinge, who cared more for nose than symmetry, and used 
to say in his blunt sailor-like fashion, ‘‘ I don’t care a damn 
for looks; huntsmen forget to breed hounds for their noses, 
they’re all for looks. Give me the pack that can kill foxes.” 
Francis, 2nd Lord Fitzhardinge, known among his friends 
as “the Giant’, because, I suppose, he was not very big, 
continued this method of breeding, and it was certainly 
most successful in producing some wonderful fox-catchers, 
with voices, that were picturesquely described by a well- 
known supporter of his hunt, that positively shook the 
leaves off the trees in autumn. I shall have more to say 
of the Berkeley blood later on. I will only add now that 
I know that up to about twenty years ago no hound at 
Berkeley was ever used as a stallion hound, and no bitch 
was ever bred from, until they had proved themselves to be 
thoroughly good in their work, and no regard was taken as 
to looks, straightness or colour, provided that they did well 
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in the field. Whether there was any further method of 
crossing the lines of various families I am unable to say, 
unless it was to breed back to their ever-renowned Cromwell 
blood. Having lived and hunted all my life in the west or 
south-west Midlands, I feel very ignorant of the foxhound 
heroes of the northern countries of this kingdom—a con- 
fession that reminds me of a huntsman from the north, who 
came to visit several kennels in these parts, and remarked 
on leaving that he had no idea that there were so many 
good hounds and kennels in this part of England. If, 
therefore, little notice is taken in these pages of the northern 
packs of hounds, it is not because I do not think that there 
are good hounds there, for of course there must be many, 
but the reason is that I personally have not known about 
them. 


CHAPTER II 
COLONEL COOK’s ‘‘ OBSERVATIONS ”” 


I nave said before that if one wants to own a well-bred pack 
of hounds it is necessary to study their pedigrees, that it is 
not sufficient to look these up for three or four generations, 
only to see that they are not too nearly related, but that one 
must go much further back until it is clear that there are a 
sufficient number of lines of really well-known hounds in 
their genealogy. How is this to be done, and how are you 
to know these desirable lines to breed back to? The only 
way, if you wish to know all about it, is to begin at the 
beginning and see how those hounds, so well known in the 
past, were bred. I propose here to take my readers back 
as far as possible with me, and show not only how these 
heroes of the past were bred, but to try and trace their 
descent to some of those who have made a name for them- 
selves within the memory of some of the present-day 
breeders of foxhounds. The pedigrees which I show may 
or may not be of interest to some, but to those who wish to 
probe into the pedigrees of the past, they will save an 
immense amount of time and patience in working them out 
separately for themselves, 

Let us first take that delightful book, Odservations on 
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Fox-hunting, by Colonel Cook, the new edition of which 
was published in 1922, with so charming an introduction 
by the late Lord Willoughby de Broke. 

Colonel Cook begins with some excellent advice on 
breeding hounds, but omits to say what method of breeding 
should be adopted, or whether he had one at all. Two 
or three most interesting things, however, are mentioned. 
First, that whatever you do you should breed for nose. 
Secondly, the importance of the excellence of the dam, 
which applied equally to breeding race-horses, quoting the 
case of a famous mare and brood bitch which always bred 
good ones, no matter which stallion, horse or hound they 
were mated with—a theory which was also confirmed by 
Tom Sebright who carried the horn at Milton for forty 
years, “ with credit and renown”, and who in his old age 
used to remark: ‘“‘ Ah! my lad, the dam is the secret ’’. 

Then, most important of all, as regards my present task, 
is that Colonel Cook gives a list of the stallion hounds of 
the best blood then going. The list on page 7 of this new 
edition is as follows: 

Mr. Meynell’s Gusman, Lord Fitzwilliam’s Hardwick, 
Lord Yarborough’s Ranter, Mr. Ward’s Charon, the Duke 
of Rutland’s Topper, the Duke of Beaufort’s Justice, the 
Duke of Grafton’s Regent, Lord Lonsdale’s Ruler, Mr. 
Smith’s Champion, Mr. Muster’s Collier, Lord Middle- 
ton’s Vaulter. 

Some of these I cannot trace back to, but let us take 
some of them which are of the utmost importance. 

The first, Mr. Meynell’s Gusman (1796), was by 
German from Blowzy, and his name appears on the top 
line of the pedigree as great-great-grandsire of the Belvoir 
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Saladin (1813), who was the sire of the famous Mr. 
Osbaldeston’s Furrier (1820). See pedigree, page 44. It 
will be shown later how the blood of these two, the Belvoir 
Saladin (1813) and Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier (1820), 
survives to the present day; probably nearly every kennel 
is full of it. 

The next on the list, Lord Fitzwilliam’s Hardwick, is 
equally interesting although perhaps not so well known. 
Hardwick was entered 1794-95; before the records of the 
Milton hounds begin in the Foxhound Kennel Stud Book, 
Mr. George Fitzwilliam has been good enough to supply 
me with information as to his pedigree from the old records 
at Milton, which carries the line back another three genera- 
tions, an important addition in the case of a hound like 
Hardwick, who was the ancestor of so many distinguished 
descendants. 

The double date probably refers to the year the hound 
was whelped, the second the year of entry. 


Hazard 
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There appear two bitches in the entry of 1801 in 
the Foxhound Kennel Stud Book, sired by Hardwick, viz. 
Blister 1801, by Hardwick from Priestess, and Banquet 
1801, by Hardwick from Tulip. These supply the missing 
link, and I am able to trace the lines of these two bitches 
in the pedigrees of several of the famous Milton Stallion 
Hounds. I give a skeleton form of pedigree of three, viz. 
Lord Fitzwilliam’s Roman 18 38, Ottoman 1851, Marplot 
1854. 


Lord Fitzwilliam’s Roman 1838 


Fancy 1833 Belvoir Rasselas 

Victory 1826 Brocklesby Furrier 
EE a eae 

Janty 1821 Mr. Muster’s Pilot 


Damsel 1818 
Primrose 1810 
Blister 1801 


eS EE EEE 
Hardwick 1795 


Milton Fitzwilliam Ottoman 1851 


Vanity 46 Brocklesby Orator ’47 

Blithesome ’44 Belvoir Victor 

Frolic ’39 Brocklesby Bluecap 

Sprightly ’37 Fatal ’32 
Pastime 34. Shiner 5 Dingy ’28 
Dainty’27 Dowager "25 
Janty ’21 Pensive '20_ 
Damsel’18 Racket 16 
‘Primrose’10 Primrose ’r0_ 
Blister’or Blister or 

Hardwick Hardwick 
[TaBLe 


12 


Harlot ’51 

Handmaid ’47 Brocklesby Harbinger 
Bonnylass ’4.2 Hardwick ’43 
Felix ’39 Goldfinch ’39 
Flourish ’36 Phrensy ’37 

Finisher ’32 Playful ’33 Fatal ’32 
Dingy’28  Dashaway’27_—~dDingy 28 
Dowager’25  Janty’21_~—- Dowager ‘25, 
Pensive ’20 Damsel ’18 Pensive ’20 
Racket’16 —- Primrose’r0. ~—- Racket "16 
Primrose ’10 Blister’o1  ~—~ Primrose ’ro 
Blister ’o1 Hardwick Blister ’o1 

Hardwick Hardwick 
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Fitzwilliam Marplot 1854 


Felix 39 


Flourish 36 Brocklesby Flasher 


Rachel ’30 
Dingy ’2 
Dowager ’25 


Pensive ’20 


Racket ’16 
Primrose ’10 
Blister ’or 


Hardwick 


8 Mr. Osbaldeston’s 


Monarch "4.1 


Marmion 735 


Manager ’29 
Monarch ’22 
Meanwell ’18 


Monarch ’12 


Marplot ’os 


Banquet ’01, Mover 
Hardwick 


In the case of Marplot there appear no less than five 
lines to Hardwick, four of which are through the female 
line to Blister 1801, while the other is in direct male line to 
Banquet 1801. 

The chief family through which the Hardwick blood has 
come down to us is through the Milton Handmaid 1847, 
litter of 1851, by the Brocklesby Harbinger 1846, a son of 


the famous Brocklesby Rallywood 1843. 


This family, com- 


posed of Hardwick, Heroine, Hostess and Harlot, were all 


bred from and left conspicuous offspring. 


The Milton Sultan 18 52 also had two lines to Hardwick. 


V3 
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, Hardwick, Heroine, Hostess, Harlot 1851 


Fitzwilliam 


Brocklesby Harbinger 1846 


Handmaid 1847 


Rallywood 1843 


Hopeful 1843 


Hardwick 1843 


Bonnylass 1842 


Mr. 
Drake’s 
Hector 


1835 


Goldfinch 
1839 


Belvoir 
Bannister 


Felix 
1839 
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Pilgrim | Tickler 
"16 


Brocklesby 
Ganymede Mr. Badminton| Damon| Racket |Primrose| Pilot ’06 
Osbaldeston’s| Dorimont | ’16 16 10‘ | Blister’or by 
Ferryman | Dowager | Pensive Hardwick 
Fatal | Dingy ’28 25 ’20 
Phrensy | 32 
1837 | Playful Lord Dromo 
"33 Lonsdale’s "HG 
Prior Badminton| Genial |Primrose| Pilot ’06 
Dashaway’27| Dashaway| ’14 "10 ‘| Blister or by 
Damsel Hardwick 
| Janty’21 1 718 
Brocklesby 
Flasher 
Mr. 
Osbaldeston’s 
Ferryman Pilot ’06 
Finisher! Dingy ’28 | Dowager |Pensive| Racket Primrose|Blister’or by 
Flourish "32 "25 ’20 "16 i ce) Hardwick 
1836 | Rachel 


*30 
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Having thus established several strong lines to Hard- 
wick, it is necessary to take the next step forward to connect 
that blood with the famous hounds of the last fifty years. 
I therefore take the pedigree of the Milton Rhymer 1877, 
the sire of the almost better known Oakley Rhymer 1882. 
If this is examined it will be seen that he has seven lines 
back to the Milton Handmaid 1847, who could boast of 
three descents from Hardwick, which is 21 lines back 
to him; besides that, Ottoman 18 51 and Sultan 1852 each 
have two lines, and Bachelor 1858 has eight lines more, 
making in all 33 lines back to Hardwick in the Milton 
Rhymer’s 1877 pedigree, and there may be others which 
have escaped me. 

The Milton Somerset 1872 must not be omitted. He 
was the well-known sire of Milton Solomon 188 I, who was 
still more popular and greatly fancied, being the sire of 
many good hounds. 

Somerset 1872 was very closely bred, being by Sailor 
1867, out of Barley 1869. They were half brother and 
sister, both being out of Redolent 1862, Sailor 1867 being 
by Sailor 1861, and Barley 1869 being by Bentinck 1864. 

As they could all show descent from Hardwick, the 
Milton Somerset can be shown to have at least eighteen 
lines, probably more to Hardwick. There must therefore 
be a great deal of his blood going now, but whether the 
most direct descents are still at Milton or at the Oakley 
kennels I am unable to say. 


[Tasie 
a) 


Milton Rhymer 1877 


Brusher 1870 


Rumsey 1872 


Bertram 1862 


Bashful 1868 


Roman 1868 


Festive 1869 


Brocklesby | Ranter ’42 


Bellman ’4.7 Bashful ’39 
Bachelor ’58 Ruler "48 | Pues = 
Rakish "53 Heedless 48 | Vee 
2 Shiner ’41 
| Sultan ’52 Sportsman "45 | Faithful 
Wks ime 
Gipsy *4.6 | Syren 
Susan ’59 Brocklesby Rallywood ’43 
Heroine ’51 Harbinger ’46 | Hopeful ’4 
5 ger 4 i ‘ck 3 
Handmaid "47 | Seah 


Lord H. Bentinck’s l 
Regulus ’61 


Bentinck 64 Badminton Blucher 


Bounty ’57 Ane nA Feudal ’47 
Fairmaid’53 | Gipsy ’46 
Brocklesby Harbinger ’46 by Rally- 
Hardwick ’51 wood ’43 
Harbinger ’59 Handmaid ’47 
Pa Brocklesby Rockwood 
Relish ’56 | Felix 
Handmaid | Flighty *ss Feudal '47 ries ae Flyer 
Brocklesby Harbinger 46 by Rally- 
Heroine ’51 wood 43 
Handmaid ’47 
Lord Fitzwilliam’s Ruler 
Reveller ’60 Riot 
Burton 
’ Dorimont ’60 
Dagmar °66 Tedworth | 
Festive ’62 Forester 
Spinster 55 | Singer ’51 
Hostess 51 , Brocklesby Harbinger 
"4.6 by Rallywood "43 
Handmaid ’67 
’ Badminton Flyer 
Pace ee ea bates ae 
Playful ’48 | ene 
Forester ’60 : . Sportsman 
Spi pears Siieer si | Modish ’47 
Puaptet 255 Brocklesby Harbinger °46 by Rally- 
Hostess ’51 wood "43 
Handmaid ’47 
Brocklesby Harbinger by Rallywood 
Hardwick ’51 "43 
P , Handmaid 47 
EESBeT ES Brocklesby Rockwood ’51 by Rally- 
Relish ’56 wood °43 
Ruin ’65 Felix ’52 
Feudal ’47 


qlataher 135 Brocklesby Harbinger 


Heroine ’51 "46 by Rallywood 


Regan ’62 43 
Handmaid ’47 


| Ottoman ’51 


eee 50 Redrose ’52 
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Lord Yarborough’s Ranter is the next mentioned. 
Ranter was entered at Brocklesby in 1790, and was by 
Dover 1786, out of Redrose 1788. If we look at the 
Brocklesby Hound Lists, 1746-1903, compiled by George 
E. Collins, published in 1904, with interesting notes on 
various hounds and extracts from the Kennel List, Ranter 
1790 is there described: 

“ A very famous stallion hound. His blood has always 
been considered as stout, or stouter, than any other in 
England, particularly by Mr. Meynell and J. Evans of 


Burton.” 


ae en t’6 
9 Driver '71 | Diathond %s 
Bw Charger 1778 Weriian Lord Thanet’s Trojan 
be ee | Mistress ’69 
2 ‘Lord Granby’s 
0 |Q [Airy 1777 Monarch | _ ; 
is Bridget ’75 Tues ae © 
bs ; Jumper ’67 
z S Luther 72 | Bounty 69 
Q |% | Tartar 1776 ; Jumper ’67 
a) Crafty ’71 | Bounty ’69 
2 Lord Fitzwilliam’s | 
2 2 las Ranger 
es & |Singwell 1779 : , 
lee Molly ’ Wonder "70 | nricterseg 
2 EN TES , 
5 Truelove ’72 | ae: 7 
; Jumper ’67 
a oo Tartar 1776 Been 72 Bounty ’69 
v is . Jumper ’67 
$ 2 Crafty ’71 | Bounty ’69 
a) Fa Ha Tuner ’76 
& | ,0°|Suky 1781 A | Gossip ’72 
NIA Tattler’ Lord Thanet’s Trojan 
y seat sD | Mistress ’69 
2 Mr. Meynell’s 
3 | _,| Glider 1780 Glider | 
4 loo ; Mr. Barry’s Richmond 
te Hasty °74 | Lively ’70 
= Mr. Noel’s l 
2 Collier ’75 
S | Coquette , 
Pe i783 madeira 797 | Gatte ibe 
Suky ’81 Tattler ’75 | Lord Thanet’s Trojan 
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This note is made and signed by W. Smith. 

Not only is Ranter an interesting hound on this account, 
but I have succeeded in making out a pedigree for him, 
which goes back farther and more completely than any I 
know. If the first page of the pedigree of five or six 
generations is inspected, it will first be noticed that he was 
rather closely bred, Tartar 1776 being the grandsire both 
of his sire and dam. His dam, Redrose 1788, was also 
closely bred, by Neptune 1785, a son of Suky 1781 and 
Tartar 1776, out of Vestal 1785, a granddaughter of Suky 
1781. ‘Tartar 1776 was also closely bred, his sire, Luther 
1772, being by Jumper 1767, and his dam, Crafty 1771, 
also being by Jumper 1767. 


8 
g 
° 
> 
= 
Q 
2 
1) 
tS 
218 
% 19 | Sir W. Wynne’s Merryman 
a vce 
B) Sle Duke of Richmond’s Ringwood 
S , uke of Richmond’s Ringwoo 
= pr) & | Cruel 47 | Cloudy 
S g ; Bumper 
3 aS Drunkard ’48 | Beauty 
eo] | El 
See 
n~ = 
H oy | Trinket 
a . Topper 
G} a | Trickster *4 PP : ee 
e = 9 Countess "46 | ae a Richmond’s Ringwood 
v 
= - , Bumper 
X 3 =tt aaa Bluecap ’48 | Delle 
a ys , Duke of Richmond’s Ringwood 
Careful '47 | 
Slo Cloudy 
S12] pay? Bumper 
sh ie Billy ’48 | Dolly 
B'liGeuntese | 46 | Duke of Richmond’s Ringwood 
3 Cloudy 
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Next we find that in the fifth and sixth generation the 
name of Jumper 1767 appears six times. I therefore give 
his pedigree at length, as it is interesting, because it takes 
the line back to the beginning of the Brocklesby Hound 
List, and particularly because it shows that Jumper’s 
dam, Merrylass 1762, had four crosses of the Duke of 
Richmond’s Ringwood and Brocklesby Cloudy through 
their daughters Countess 1746 and Cruel and Careful 
1747. 

The Duke of Richmond’s Ringwood must have been 
highly thought of, for in the entrjes for 1746, 1747 and 
1748 there were no less than sixteen litters by him. What 
can be found out about him? I find in The Records of 
the Old Charlton Hunt, by the Earl of March, 1910, 
there is a list of the Duke of Richmond’s hounds for the 
year November 24, 1738. In this list I find a Ringwood 
1737, who is by Ranter out of Daybel, and there is a 17 
against his name to show that he and others similarly 
marked were up at the death of the famous bitch fox killed 
at South Stoke on January 26, 173 8-39. There was, how- 
ever, another Ringwood in the same list, given to the Duke 
of Richmond in 1737 by Lord Tankerville. This Ring- 
wood was by the Duke of Richmond’s Luther out of Lord 
Tankerville’s Betty. There is a full pedigree of the Duke’s 
Luther for four or five generations, he having been sent to 
the Duke by Mr. Bright of Badsworth in 1733, so it is not 
quite clear which of the Ringwoods was sent to Brocklesby 
as a stallion hound. I like to think that this was the first- 
named Ringwood 1737, the one that got to the end of the 
great hunt of 1739. The evidence is in his favour, and 
if pedigrees were studied in those times the Brocklesby 
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Ranter 1790 may have been so called from the name 
having been that of Ringwood 1737’s sire. 

Having proved Ranter 1790’s ancient lineage, I have 
now to connect him with some hounds of later date. I 
need only take one line, but no doubt there are many 
others, and if I mention the name of Mr. Osbaldeston’s 
Furrier 1820 that will be sufficient, and he will later on be 
proved to have been the origin of some of our best fox- 
hounds. 

Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1820 was son of the Belvoir 
Fallacy, and she was a granddaughter of the Brocklesby 
Doxey 1803, who was a most remarkably bred bitch, and 
who I shall again refer to when considering the pedigree of 
Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1820. The Brocklesby Doxey 
1803’s dam was Airy 1798, and she was a daughter of 
Ranter 1790. To show this clearly in skeleton form: 


Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1820 
Belvoir Fallacy 1814 Belvoir Saladin 1813 
Belvoir Frantic 1810 
Brocklesby Doxey 1803 
Brocklesby Airy 1798 
Brocklesby Ranter 1790 


Lord Yarborough’s Ranter 1790 has then proved him- 
self worthy of being included by Colonel Cook in his list of 
the best-known stallion hounds of his day. 

Mr. Warde’s Charon is not so easy to write of. 
Mr. Warde was Master of the Pytchley Hounds from 1797 
to 1808, when he sold his pack to Lord Althorp for 
1000 guineas; he then migrated to the New Forest. I 
find a dog called Charon 1802, by Clothier, from Dapper, 
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as a seven-season hunter in Lord Althorp’s first Pytchley 
Hound List for 1808, This, I presume, is the dog alluded 
to by Colonel Cook, which was sold by Mr. Warde to 
Lord Althorp with his other hounds. The Kennel Stud 
Book shows that this Charon was used from 1804 to 1812, 
and during those years 14% couple by him were entered, 
several of whom were bred from later on. Abelard 1811, 
by Charon 1802, from Aniseed, was responsible for two 
litters in the 1817 entry. After that date I cannot follow 
them, as the lists end with Lord Althorp’s Mastership. 

The Belvoir Topper 1800 was by the Badminton Topper 
from Belvoir Whimsey 1794, and she was by Wonder out 
of Bashful. This is as far back as the Belvoir Hound Lists 
go. The Belvoir Topper 1800 does not seem to have 
been used very much at home, whatever use was made of 
him outside. There is one litter of 1} couple by him 
entered in 1806, two couple by him in 1807 and five 
couple in 1809. His sire, the Badminton Topper, how- 
ever, appears in the pedigrees of the Belvoir Saladin 181 35 
who was sire of Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1820, also in 
Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 1829, and his grandson a second 
Herald 1835, the latter of whom indeed has two strains 
of the Topper blood. These three hounds alone must 
have been the means of handing on very widely this strain 
through very many kennels. 

I now come to the celebrated Duke of Beaufort’s Justice 
1805, who with Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1820 shares the 
honour of being the best-known hounds of over a hundred 
years ago. Who has not heard of them, who takes the least 
interest in hounds and hunting? Certainly to every 
reader of Handley Cross and Mr. Sponge’s Sporting Tour 

21 


THE BREEDING OF FOXHOUNDS 


the names must be familiar, even if they have read no other 
hunting books. 

So much has already been written about the Beaufort 
Justice that it is unnecessary to write more. Little of his 
pedigree is known except that he was by the New Forest 
Justice, out of Sir Thomas Mostyn’s Hopeful. Mr. H. V. 
Gilbert hunted the New Forest foxhounds from 1781 to 
1800, and so, I presume, bred the New Forest Justice, as 
he is said to have been by Mr. Gilbert’s Jasper, from a 
bitch bred by Lord Egremont, and probably Jasper was 
also of Lord Egremont’s sort. 

The Foxhound Kennel Stud Book clearly shows that 
Hopeful was not a Badminton bred bitch, but that the 
Duke of Beaufort included in his entry for 1805 24 
couple from Sir T. Mostyn, and the names of most of the 
sires and dams of these 24 couple are to be found in Sir 
T. Mostyn’s list in the 1804, 1805 and 1806 entries. In 
1805 Sir Thomas put on two couple of hounds by the New 
Forest Justice, and it will also be seen that Hopeful was 
the dam of one bitch entered in 1804, and one in 1808. 
It is quite clear, therefore, that the Beaufort Justice was 
bred by Sir Thomas Mostyn. 

It is rather difficult to account for the great name that 
Justice was given as a stallion hound, for very few hounds 
sired by him at Badminton are recorded in the Foxhound 
Kennel Stud Book: in 1810 Julia by Justice out of Echo 
1803; in 1814 one dog Denty by Justice out of Diligent 
1809; in 1816 Jason and Jesse by Justice from Lovely 
1812 are the only ones entered at Badminton. 

Of these two couple Jason 1816 appears to be the only 
one that carried his line on at Badminton for more than 
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two or three generations, although several hounds were bred 
from the others, such as his sister Jesse 1816, from whom 
came Jessamine 1822, whose son Jovial 1826 sired Jovial 
and Junket 1834, yet after that the line became extinct. 

Lord Althorp of the Pytchley bred from the Beaufort 
Justice, and he put on one couple by him in 1812, one couple 
in 1813, and 34 couple in 1814, from four different bitches. 
It is difficult to follow what became of the descendants of 
these 53 couple, as Lord Althorp gave up the hounds in 
1817, and I, at any rate, am unable to say what became of 
them. Lord Sondes succeeded Lord Althorp for one season, 
Lord Althorp again taking on that country from 1818 to 
1820. Sir Bellingham Graham then hunted the Pytchley for 
the season 1820-21, so there is an unfortunate gap in the 
Stud Book of Lord Sondes’s year of office and the second 
term of Lord Althorp’s Mastership, but it is clear from Sir 
Bellingham Graham’s hound list that he had a considerable 
lot of the former Pytchley blood, both of Charon, bought 
from Mr. Warde, and also the Beaufort Justice. 

A couple of hounds, Ottoman and Orpheus, appear 
in Sir B. Graham’s entry for 1822; they were by the 
Pytchley Ottoman 1814 from Lord Lonsdale’s Lightfoot, 
and bred by Lord Lonsdale, the Pytchley Ottoman 1814 
with his brothers Orator and Orpheus 1814 being by 
the Beaufort Justice. There can be little doubt that the 
Pytchley strain of Beaufort Justice was carried on, but my 
theme now is not to make out the more obscure lines of 
Justice which may exist in various kennels, but rather to 
connect his line and blood with hounds of undoubted 
celebrity in later days. This can very easily be done 
through a kennel which I have not yet referred to. I 
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mean Mr. Foljambe’s, and through his hounds I can get 
to those still better known, and more widely used, until I 
can prove that the Justice blood probably flows in three out 
of every four foxhounds of the present day. 

Mr. Foljambe had two prominent lines of Justice, which 


I give: 


Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 1835 


Harpy 1832 Mr. Osbaldeston’s Ranter 
Julia r828°==*=“‘é‘éi‘C;3S™!SO*#*”#*#*#*#*~™#OMera‘dd 1829 

Favourite 1824. ~—~«*Mr. Codrington’s Jason 1822 

Dainty rirGeewien ve). ae PeBeentereyaaon 1816 

Beaufort Lovely 1812. +~—~~«éBeaufort Justice 1805 


Mr, Foljambe’s Skilful 1837 
Sybil 1835 
Songstress 1832 
Syren #8272 es,_18. | VaR eau am en Warkier 1828 
Watchful 1825 ‘Mr. Codrington’s Jason 1822 
Dainty 1816. | ~~_‘Beaufort Jason 1816 
Beaufort Lovely 1812 —~—_—~BBeaufort Justice 1805 


I should mention here that these two pedigrees are 
taken from the volume of the Kennel Stud Book, published 
by Mr. Cornelius Tongue in 1866, and that this does not 
correspond to the entries in vol. i. of the Foxhound Kennel 
Stud Book, where both Julia 1828 and Warbler 1828 are 
said to be by Jason 1827, which is impossible, and yet 
Jason is entered in the 1827 list with his correct breeding. 
How could a dog entered in 1827 be parent of two litters 
of whelps old enough to enter the following season? It 
seems obvious to me that there must bea mistake, for, as a 
rule, in those days hounds were not used as stallion hounds 
for two or more seasons, that is, until they had proved them- 
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selves reliable in the hunting-field. How this mistake got 
into vol. i. of the Foxhound Kennel Stud Book I cannot say, 
but it seems clear that Mr. Foljambe’s Jason 1827 should 
more rightly be described as Mr. Codrington’s Jason 1 9272, 
for he was bred and entered by Mr. Codrington and 
appears in his list of hounds as a two-season hunter with a 
brother and sister, Jasper and Jingle, dated 1822. See 
vol. i. page 144 of the Foxhound Kennel Stud Book. 

Captain Edmond Foljambe has been kind enough to 
allow me to reproduce a photograph of the portrait of Jason 
1822, painted by Ferneley, which is particularly interesting, 
owing to his being a grandson of the famous Beaufort 
Justice 1805. 

Two strains of Justice blood appear in the pedigree of 
Mr. Foljambe’s Singer 1846, and no doubt in many others 
of his hounds, which I need not refer to. But I must 
mention Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848, Craftsman 
and Comrade 1849, by Comus 1844 out of Sanguine 1844, 
and show that they traced back to Beaufort Justice both on 
the sire and dam’s side, and open out a wide field of perhaps 
the most celebrated stallion hounds that have ever existed. 
To begin with: 


Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848 Craftsman and Comrade 1849 
Sanguine 1 844 Comus 1844 
Mr. Foljambe’s Skilful © Mr. Foljambe’s Sparkler Crazy 1840. Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 
ae 1836 ne 
Syolleigeuwen Sle os Harpy 1832 
Songstress 1832 Julia 1828 
8 pas Warbler ee Mr, Codrington’s Jason 1822 
Mr. Codrington’s Jason 1822 "Beaufort Jason 1816 
Beaufort Jason 1816 Beaufort Justice 1805 


Beaufort Justice 1805 
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Lord Henry Bentinck’s Regulus 1861 and Regent get 
the same two lines through their dam, Ringworm 1856, a 
daughter of Contest 1848. 

The Blankney Warrior 1867 also has the Contest line 
and another line through Lord Henry Bentinck’s Dorimont 
1860 to Mr, Foljambe’s Harbinger 1835, who was own 
brother to the aforesaid Herald. 

To take another kennel, viz. the Belvoir Senator 1862, 
he was a great-grandson of Lord Henry’s Contest 1849, 
his dam, Destitute 1855, being a daughter of Sir Richard 
Sutton’s Dryden 1850, who was by Contest. 

Just think for a moment what this means. The Belvoir 
Senator 1862 was one of the corner-stones on which the 
Belvoir hounds have been bred for the last fifty years. 
Senator was great-grandsire of both the Belvoir Weather- 
gauge 1876 and Fallible 1874, and grandsire of the Belvoir 
Brusher 1874, and in saying that I need only add that I 
do not think there has been a single hound in the Belvoir 
kennel for the last twenty or thirty years that is not 
descended from the Belvoir Senator 1862, probably in 
countless strains. Then if it is considered how widely the 
Belvoir blood has spread all over the country there must 
be thousands of the line of Senator, Contest, Herald to 
the Beaufort Justice in existence at the present time. The 
Berkeley and Warwickshire kennels are also responsible for 
the propagation of Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest blood in 
a very considerable way, so there is no fear that as long as 
foxhounds exist that the Justice blood will become extinct. 

Of the Grafton Regent and Lord Lonsdale’s Ruler I 
can find no mention, and will only pass them on with many 
regrets that there are no records of Lord Lonsdale’s hounds. 
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How often does it happen in making out a pedigree that 
one comes across one of Lord Lonsdale’s stallion hounds, 
and one finds oneself up against a dead end. This is 
really a loss to those who study the breeding of the hounds 
of those days. 

Mr. Smith’s Champion and Mr. Muster’s Collier also 
defeat me, but I find Mr. Smith’s Saladin, who is mentioned 
by Colonel Cook, as the sire of Lord Vernon’s Sarsenet 1811, 
who was one of the 224 couple which Lord Middleton 
obtained from Lord Vernon, in addition to Mr. Corbet’s 
pack which he bought, to hunt the Warwickshire country 
in 1811. Sarsenet bred a dog hound, Stormer, entered in 
1815, by Mr. Chaworth’s Champion, but that line does not 
continue. 

Colonel Cook, in his Odservations on Fox-hunting, in 
writing of Lord Althorp’s Demirep 1809, who he says 
never bred a bad hound, added, ‘‘ It made no difference 
whether she (Demirep) was put to Mr. Smith’s Saladin, the 
Beaufort Justice, Sir Thomas Mostyn’s Lictor, or any other 
favourite stallion, the produce was invariably good”. In 
the Foxhound Kennel Stud Book 1 find Demirep had two 
litters by the Beaufort Justice in 1812 and 1813, and in 
1814 a litter of 2} couple by the Tedworth Ramper, but 
she does not seem to have bred to Mr. Smith’s Saladin. 

Lord Middleton’s Vaulter, the last on the list, was 
entered in 1812, He was by Lord Vernon’s Vigilant out 
of his Active, and was one of those given by Lord Vernon 
to Lord Middleton when he started to hunt the Warwick- 
shire. He was much used by Lord Middleton and was 
the sire of many good hounds. Vaulter 1812 was the sire 
of Lord Middleton’s Vanguard and Victory 1815, and 
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through these two most of the best of his blood descend 
to us to-day. Vanguard was so greatly prized by Lord 
Middleton, that when he gave up the Warwickshire hounds 
in 1823, and gave the choice of the best ten couple to his 
friend Sir Tatton Sykes, he made the one exception of 
Vanguard, whom he refused to part with. Vanguard and 
Victory 1815 were out of a bitch called Traffic 1808, a 
great-granddaughter of Mr. Corbet’s Trojan. Victory 
1815 was the dam of Lord Middleton’s Roman 1819, who 
appears in the pedigree of Mr. Foljambe’s Albion, who 
sired, amongst many others, the Brocklesby Ruler 1844. 
The most celebrated line of Lord Middleton’s Vaulter 
1812 descends through the Brocklesby Rallywood, who has 
two strains of it, one through Lord Middleton’s Trusty 1821, 
the son of his Denmark 1815, the son of Vaulter 1812; 
the other through Sir T. Sykes’s Richmond 1820, the son 
of Lord Middleton’s Vanguard 1815, son of Vaulter 1812. 


Brocklesby Rallywood 1843 


Rosebud 1839 Basilisk 1839 
Riokoaegg0) = eo a ae Sir R. Sutton’s Ringwood 1833 
Watchman 1831 Sir R. Sutton’s Relish 1828 
Rosebud 1829. —~*S Lord Middleton’s Trusty 1821 

Sir T. Sykes’s Richmond 1820 Lord Middleton’s Denmark 1815 
Lord Middleton’s Vanguard 1816 " Lord Middleton’s Vaulter 1812 


Lord Middleton’s Vaulter 1812 


It is unnecessary to give the very long list of famous 
stallion hounds derived from the Brocklesby Rallywood 184 35 
the sire of the Belvoir Rallywood 18 53, which is common 
knowledge among hound breeders, but I might mention 
a few others, such as Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848 
and Craftsman 1849, who have a strain to Lord Middleton’s 
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Roman 1819, the son of Victory 1815, by Vaulter 1812. 
Lord Henry’s Regulus and Regent get it twice, through their 
dam, Ringworm 1856, to Lord Middleton’s Roman 1819, 
through Mr. Foljambe’s Sparkler 1836 and the Brocklesby 
Ruler 1844, by Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 1840. 

The Blankney Warrior 1867 has at least six lines, three 
being by way of the Brocklesby Rallywood 1843, and three 
by Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 1840. A list would be quite 
interminable. 

So much for Colonel Cook’s list of stallion hounds. We 
must confess that it is very good advice to his friend C., to 
whom he wrote his Odservations, with the object of the 
initiation and improvement of that young sportsman in 
hunting matters. 

Let us now tabulate more concisely the result of the 
foregoing pages. 

Four of these stallion hounds defeat inquiry owing to 
want of records, viz. Grafton Regent, Lord Lonsdale’s 
Ruler, Mr. Smith’s Champion and Mr. Muster’s Collier. 
All we know of the Grafton Regent is that he was grandsire 
of Mr. Drake’s Duster 1844. 

We cannot get very far with Mr. Warde’s Charon, but 
of the others we must try to bear in mind that— 

The Meynell Guzman was responsible for the Belvoir 
Saladin 1813 and Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1820. 

The Milton Hardwick’s principal descendants were 
the Milton Sultan 1852, Milton Rhymer 1877, Oakley 
Rhymer 1882 and Milton Somerset 1872. 

The Brocklesby Ranter 1790 has Mr. Osbaldeston’s 
Furrier 1820 as his chief representative. 

The Belvoir Topper 1800 was not remarkable, but his 
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sire the Badminton Topper’s blood comes down to the 
Belvoir Saladin and his son, Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1 820, 
as well as Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 1829 and Herald 1835. 

The Beaufort Justice comes most notably through Mr. 
Foljambe’s Herald 1835, and Lord Henry Bentinck’s 
Contest 1848, Regulus 1860, Blankney Warrior 1867 and 
Belvoir Senator 1862. 

Finally, Lord Middleton’s Vaulter 1812 is represented 
by the Brocklesby Ruler 1844, Rallywood 1843, Lord 
Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848 and Regulus 1861, Mr. 
Foljambe’s Sparkler 1836 and Albion 1840, etc. 

These names should be remembered, as they will fre- 
quently occur again in our further investigations. 


30 


CHAPTER III 
MR. CORBET’S TROJAN 


Berore proceeding to discuss the more modern foxhound, 
there is one far-famed name of the ancients that must not be 
omitted, viz. Mr. Corbet’s Trojan, a name probably better 
known than all other ancient ones except perhaps that of 
the Beaufort Justice and Brocklesby Rallywood. ‘There is 
besides a certain amount of mystery and romance about 
this celebrated foxhound, which strongly appeals to one. 
“ The Blood of the Trojans ” was the toast given immedi- 
ately after that of ‘‘ The King ” at the Hunt Club dinners 
which for many years were held by the Warwickshire Hunt 
at Stratford, 

Mr. John Corbet of Sundorne Castle, Shropshire, hunted 
hounds from that place until 1791, when he migrated to 
Warwickshire. Mr. John Warde, called “‘ the Father of 
Foxhunting ”, had just resigned. He was well known for 
being fond of enormously big hounds, so much so that the 
Quorn men called them “ great calves ”, and spoke of them 
as being “as big as jackasses”. When Mr. Corbet came 
to Warwickshire he brought his own hounds with him, and 
it may be said that from that moment the glories of that 
county began. 
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There is a mystery about the birth and breeding of the 
great Trojan. One account is that he came as a “ waif 
and a stray” to the Sundorne kennels. No one knew 
where he came from, but he was thought to be so good- 
looking that he was taken out hunting, and by reason of the 
excellencies that he displayed he was largely bred from 
by Mr. Corbet. ‘The date given to him is 1780, and he 
hunted for eight seasons. Another account of his prove- 
nance is given by no less a person than Nimrod, in the 
Sporting Magazine of March 8, 1826. Nimrod’s account 
begins by saying: “ The history of the hound Trojan is an 
extraordinary one from his birth to his death”. He then 
relates that Mr. John Corbet asked his brother, Colonel 
Andrew Corbet, to buy him some harriers at Tattersall’s, 
which he did, and amongst them was a bitch called Tid- 
ings, evidently a dwarf foxhound, but excellent in her 
work. This bitch is said to have been sent to Earl Spencer’s 
kennels at Pytchley, and put to a hound called Trueboy, the 
result being the great Trojan. In The Warwickshire Hunt 
from 1795 to 1836, by “ Venator”’, published by Henry 
Harris in 1837, on page 74, it is related that in a letter 
signed “‘ Somerville’ in the Sporting Magazine for March 
8, 1806, the name of Lord Spencer’s dog to which Tidings 
was put was Blueboy, and not Trueboy. It does not 
matter very much whether his sire’s name was Blueboy or 
Trueboy. A doubt was cast on Trojan’s breeding even in 
1826, when Nimrod wrote the account of him, and if one 
considers the date given of Trojan’s entry 1780, the sire 
of Trojan must have beén the property of the 2nd Earl 
Spencer, who gave up the hounds in 1796, on account of 
his official duties as First Lord of the Admiralty, and, as 
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far as I know, no record of his hounds exists at the present 
time, so there is no possibility of knowing whether the 
blood of Trueboy or Blueboy descended to Mr. Warde’s 
pack when he took on the Pytchley in 1797, 

But to return to Trojan, whose fate was not settled even 
after he came into Mr. Corbet’s kennel. 

Mr. Corbet was accustomed to train his young hounds, 
before being entered to fox, by taking them out to teach 
them to hunt hares. Trojan would not look at a hare, 
according to Nimrod; he would just stoop to feel the 
line, and then instantly leave his companions and come 
back to the huntsman’s horse. On account of this Mr. 
Corbet very nearly drafted him, thinking that he was 
slack and would be no good for fox-hunting. But directly 
he got a fox in front of him it was another matter. Trojan 
immediately showed his nature, and gave instant proof of 
his superiority in every respect. Nimrod had reason to 
believe that a more perfect foxhound than Trojan never 
hunted a fox. 

What a wonderful dog he must have been! He could 
race at the head of the pack; he could hunt over dry fallows 
or down a road; he never tired even after the hardest day; 
he was never lame even from a thorn or a cut during eight 
seasons; and he could jump park walls which no other 
hound could get over, and carry on the line alone until the 
rest of the pack were brought round by a gate. He hunted 
until January 1788, but lived some years longer, and died 
and was buried at Sundorne under the fine old elms. Iam 
indebted for most of these particulars to The Annals of the 
Warwickshire Hunt, by Sir Charles Mordaunt and the 
Rey. and Hon. W. R. Verney (1896), a book well worth 
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possessing by every lover of fox-hunting. From the 
portrait of Trojan in that book no one could say that he 
was a good-looking hound. He is represented with a 
mean head, a short neck and heavy shoulders, with no bone 
to speak of, and very weak at the knees. He certainly had 
strong and powerful quarters, and a nice short back, which 
no doubt accounted for his being able to jump the high 
park walls. 

He was a black-and-white hound, but in spite of his 
colour and looks he was used by the leading breeders of 
hounds in England. The pack that Mr. Corbet brought 
with him into Warwickshire in 1791 must have contained 
many of the descendants of Trojan, and the sport he 
showed there was marvellous. Unfortunately Mr. Corbet’s 
hound lists either do not exist or else they have never been 
published, so I am unable to trace the pedigrees of any 
hounds exactly up to the true Trojan source. The subse- 
quent history of his pack of hounds, which in after years 
was divided up in several other countries, adds to the diffi- 
culty. Mr. Corbet hunted the Warwickshire country 
from 1791 to 1811, when his failing health obliged him to 
resign, after twenty years of most successful Mastership. 
He died in 1817, at the age of sixty-five. Lord Middleton 
bought his hounds for 1200 guineas, and hunted that 
country for the next twelve seasons, that is, until 182 2, 
when he was succeeded by Mr. Shirley. Lord Middleton, 
however, did not sell his hounds, or leave them in the 
country, but gave them all away to different friends. He 
first allowed Sir Tatton Sykes to choose any ten couple he 
liked from the pack, with the exception of Vanguard 1815, 
then an old and favourite hound of eight seasons. He gave 
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thirteen couple to the Warwickshire Hunt, and three 
couple were lent to Sir Richard Sutton; these were after- 
wards returned and also given to Sir Tatton Sykes. The 
remainder he gave to the Nottinghamshire country, kept 
by a Mr. Rolleston, and of these all records are lost. 

The question then arises, What became of those hounds 
given to Sir Tatton Sykes and the Warwickshire Hunt? 
and where most of the ‘“ blood of the Trojans” is to be 
found at the present time. At first the difficulty of tracing 
the descendants seems almost insuperable, 

The earliest list of hounds containing any of those bred 
by Mr. Corbet is Lord Middleton’s hound list for 18 14, he 
having bought Mr. Corbet’s hounds in 1811, Trojan had 
ceased his hunting career about twenty-five years before; 
how can that big gap be bridged over, as no hound in the 
1814 list could possibly be a son or daughter of Trojan? 
And the list is still more disappointing, as the names of the 
sires and dams are not given even of those hounds said to 
have been bred by Mr. Corbet, their names only being 
given, with ‘“‘ Bred by Mr. Corbet ” against them. Of 
these there are one couple of seven-season hounds entered 
in 1808, 14 couple entered in 1809, 3z couple entered 
in 1810 and one couple entered in 1811 who we can 
be sure were bred by Mr. Corbet. Of course there 
must have been many others bred from earlier entries 
of his, as there are some bred from those simply named 
in the list, so that as far as the list in vol. i. of the 
Foxhound Kennel Stud Book goes, there is little to guide 
one to the direct descent from Trojan, and one is left 
with the cold and unsatisfactory comfort of supposing 
that all the hounds purchased by Lord Middleton from 
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Mr. Corbet were in some way descendants of his great 
Trojan. 

Other authorities must therefore be consulted to try to 
find the missing links. I find in The Annals of the Warwick- 
shire Hunt, vol. i. pp. 16 and 17, a note referring to a hound 
list of Mr. Corbet’s for the year 1807, in which four 
couple of hounds were mentioned as being by Trojan. 
This cannot possibly be the original Trojan, for he only 
hunted up to 1788, and even if he lived to sire some more 
hounds for four more years, those in the 1807 list would 
have been at least fifteen years old. There must therefore 
have been a Trojan junior, so called after his noble sire. 

The names of these four couple do not help very much 
except in the case of two of them, Tawdry and Driver. 
Driver is said to have been freely bred from, and in this 
1807 list there are nine couple of hounds sired by him; but 
again one is disappointed, for on looking at Lord Middle- 
ton’s list of 1814 and the hound list of 1815 given in 
The Annals of the Warwickshire Hunt, only one dog, Rock- 
wood 1812, sired by Driver, is to be found, and Rockwood 
does not seem to have been used, there being no further 
mention of his name. 

Tawdry 1807, however, is to be found in vol. i. of the 
Foxhound Kennel Stud Book as the dam of two bitches, 
Captive and Carnage 1811, both of whom were bred from, 
so that they may be one of the desired links in the chain. 
I have pursued that line for some way, but it was weak 
in numbers and not very flourishing. I then turned to 
The Foxhounds of Great Britain and Ireland, edited by Sir 
Humphrey de Trafford, where a pedigree is to be found 
on page 331 of Lord Middleton’s Cheerful 1848. The 
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pedigree is not quite accurate, but it shows that this bitch 
Cheerful goes back to several of Lord Middleton’s hounds 
of about the time of his coming to Warwickshire. The 
most important clue is nevertheless to be found here when 
it is stated that Lord Middleton’s Vanguard 1815, by Lord 
Vernon’s Vaulter 1812, was out of Traffic 1808, and that 
she was the great-granddaughter of Trojan. 

This is the first authoritative descent from Trojan that 
I have met with, and although I cannot give the names of 
the parents or grandparents of Traffic 1 808, it can be taken 
for granted that this statement is made on sufficiently good 
evidence. I now feel on firm ground, for besides the 
statement of Sir Humphrey de Trafford, Traffic 1808 is in 
the Stud Book as a seven-season hunter, bred by Mr. 
Corbet, in Lord Middleton’s list for 18 14. The fact that 
Traffic 1808 was the dam of Vanguard 1815, who I have 
alluded to before, as well as his sister Victory, makes it 
comparatively easy to carry down this line, not only as 
the Lord Vernon Vaulter 1812 line, but embracing Mr. 
Corbet’s Trojan as well. Let us examine the pedigree of 
Lord Middleton’s Cheerful 1848. It will be found that 
of the several lines going back to his own blood, there are 
two that go back to his own Chanter 1819, and one to 
Chanter’s younger sister Comfort 1820, but they are almost 
entirely of Lord Vernon’s blood. What we want is the 
Trojan line, and that is found on the dam’s side, Sir Tatton 
Sykes’s Careful 1844. It might be here useful to remember 
that the 8th Lord Middleton purchased Sir Tatton Sykes’s 
hounds in May 1853, which, of course, were mostly 
descended from the 6th Lord Middleton’s old blood, 
which had been given to Sir T. Sykes in 1823, and which 
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had remained in the country ever since and was evidently 
much prized. 

I give the skeleton pedigree of Lord Middleton’s Cheer- 
ful 1848, showing the two descents on her dam’s side to 
Trafic 1808, one through Vanguard, the other through 
his sister Victory 1815. 


Lord Middleton’s Cheerful 1848 
Sir Tatton Sykes’s Careful 1844 


Crony 1840 Mr. Foljambe’s Painter 1840 
Songstress 1836 Scandal 1831 


Sprightly 1830 Spinster 1827 
Splendour 1825 Sprightly 1824 


Lord Middleton’s Darling 1821 Lord Middleton’s Roman 1819 
Vanguard 1815 Victory 1815 
Traffic 1808 Lord Vernon’s Vaulter Traffic 1808 Lord Vernon’s Vaulter 
1812 1812 
great-granddaughter great-granddaughter 
of Mr. Corbet’s Trojan of Mr. Corbet’s Trojan 


There are no doubt countless other lines to the two 
great dogs of Lord Middleton’s, Vanguard 1815 and 
Roman 1819, for they were widely used by other kennels, 
but before going into that I must refer to those other 
hounds said to have been bred by Mr. Corbet, whose 
breeding is not given, but who may be supposed to have 
been direct descendants of Trojan. 

Tawdry 1807, as I have already said, produced de- 
scendants during Lord Middleton’s Mastership in War- 
wickshire, and her line may have been continued. Wildfire 
1808, bred by Mr. Corbet, was a prolific bitch, having six 
litters of whelps in six consecutive years, eight couple of 
which were entered. Tosser 1810, one of three couple 


bred by Mr. Corbet, I suspect of being of the Trojan blood, 
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and he alone could be said to be the founder of a great 
family. There were 24 couple by him entered in 1815, 
one of which was called Tosser 1815, and a bitch called 
Tenderness 1815, who became dam of a third Tosser 
1821, and two daughters, Traffic and Tidings, and another 
son, Trusty 1821. The first three were among the ten 
couple chosen by Sir Tatton Sykes in 1823, so must have 
been good hounds, while Trusty 1821 was given to the 
Warwickshire Hunt, where he should have left his mark, but 
I fail to find his name as a sire in the Warwickshire lists. 
Trusty was, at any rate, used by Sir Richard Sutton, and 
became the grandsire of his Ringwood 1833, who was sire 
of the Brocklesby Basilisk 1839, the well-known sire of the 
Brocklesby Rallywood 1843 and the Brocklesby Bachelor 
1846. 

To go back to Traffic 1808, in addition to her Vanguard- 
Victory litter of 1815 she had four other litters, of which 
63 couple were entered; it is probable that some of 
these left distinguished descendants. It is of course impos- 
sible to name all the strains that have come down even 
through the two dogs Vanguard 1815 and Roman 1819. 
I need only mention the names of a few celebrated stallion 
hounds whose lines can be multiplied to any extent in more 
modern times. Sir Tatton Sykes’s Champion 1844 and 
Carver 1844 strain back to Roman 1819. Mr. Fol- 
jambe’s Singer 1846 has three strains to the samedog. Mr. 
Foljambe’s Albion 1840 has one which he hands on to the 
Brocklesby Ruler 1844, who was bred by Mr. Foljambe 
but entered at Brocklesby. 

Lord Middleton’s Chanticleer 18 53, a son of his Cheer- 
ful 1848 with two lines to Trojan, was sire of the Oakley 
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Crony 1857, a bitch that is considered to be one of the 
corner stones of that good pack of hounds. Crony 1857 was 
the great-grand-dam of the Oakley Driver 1868, he being 
by the Burton Dorimont, who was fourth in descent from 
Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 1840, with one strain of Lord 
Middleton’s Roman 1819 and so to Trojan; and third in 
descent from the Brocklesby Rallywood 1 843, who not only 
has the doubtful line through Lord Middleton’s Trusty 
1821 back to Tosser 1810, but has a direct line on his 
dam’s side to Sir T. Sykes’s Richmond 1820, a son of Lord 
Middleton’s Vanguard. 

Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848 and Craftsman 
1849 and Comrade 1849 trace back to Lord Middleton’s 
Roman 1819. The Burton Regulus 1861 has two lines to 
Albion 1840 and one to Roman 1819. The Blankney 
Warrior 1867 has three strains to Albion 1840 and three 
to the Brocklesby Rallywood 1843. 

The Milton Somerset 1872 has two on his dam’s side 
and two on his sire’s side to Albion 1840, and last but not 
least, Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873 can claim half-a- 
dozen lines at least through those mentioned above. 

There is no doubt, then, that the Trojan blood still flows 
strongly through the best hounds of the present day. 


40 


CHAPTER IV 
1820-1870 


I Have now shown that some of the well-known stallion 
hounds of the early years of the nineteenth century appear 
in the pedigrees of those of later date, who were, in their 
turn, celebrated in their day and greatly in demand by the 
best breeders of hounds. I should like now to look into 
the pedigrees of some of the descendants of those that I 
have named, not only to show their descent from the heroes 
of the past, but to inquire into the system of breeding, 
carried on by men like Mr. Osbaldeston, Mr. Foljambe and 
Lord Henry Bentinck, and I think it will be found that 
there was a good deal of similitude in the way that the 
various lines of the great hounds of the past were blended 
together. 

I will first take Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1 820, who, as 
I have said, was descended from the Meynell Guzman 1796 
and Brocklesby Ranter 1790, as well as the Badminton 
Topper, which Colonel Cook included in his list of the 
favourite stallion hounds of his day. 

Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1820 was bred at Belvoir; 
he stood twenty-four inches and was drafted from Belvoir 
on account of his crooked legs. I quote the note made 
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about him in the Brocklesby Hound Lists, 1746-1903, 
compiled by Mr. G. E. Collins, a most interesting book 
full of useful notes to the student of hound pedigrees, and 
a model of what should be done in every kennel for future 
reference. Furrier is described by The Druid: ‘* He was 
a very black and white hound, very stout, and a hard 
runner, but not a very great line hunter ”’. 

Mr. Osbaldeston was very fond of Furrier, and once had 
twenty couples of his blood out at a Kirby Gate meet. His 
stock were the best of workers, and as stout as could be. 

Mr. Osbaldeston gave him to Lord Yarborough in 
November 1829, and he was allowed to run about the 
kennels till he was, unfortunately, scalded with a pail of 
broth, after which he ceased to get puppies though he 
warded bitches. 

Now for his pedigree. It will be seen that he was by 
the Belvoir Saladin 1813, who, on the top line, goes to the 
Meynell Guzman 1796; then that there are three crosses 
to the Belvoir Dashwood 1795 in the fifth and sixth genera- 
tions. 

Furrier’s dam was the Belvoir Fallacy 1814 by Lord 
Lonsdale’s Wonder, of whom I am unable to say more; 
but her dam, Frantic 1810, was a daughter of the Beaufort 
Cardinal, out of the Brocklesby Doxey 1803. Now this 
bitch has such an interesting pedigree that I give it in full 
ona pagetoitself. Her sire, Arbiter 1800, has in the fourth 
and fifth generations four crosses of Neptune 1785 and 
Vestal 1785, through Ringwood 1788 and Redrose 1788, 
brother and sister. As to Ringwood 1788, the following 
note occurs in the Brocklesby Hound Lists: ‘‘ His portrait 
was painted by G. Stubbs, R.A., in 1792, and is in the 
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Froma painting by G.Stubbs. R.A., in the possession of the Earl of Yarborough 


1820-1870 


possession of the Earl of Yarborough. He combines the 
blood of Mr. Meynell’s Grappler, on his sire’s side, with 
that of Mr. Meynell’s Glider and Mr. Noel’s Collier on 
that of his dam. He was very largely used at Brocklesby. 
Redrose was the dam of the Ranter of 1790... Lord’ Yar- 
borough has kindly allowed me to reproduce this portrait. 
It should be noted that Arbiter 1800 was very closely bred, 
his sire and dam being half-brother and sister out of Music 
1793, «nd that Music 1793 herself was by Ringwood 1788 
out of Comedy 1791, the daughter of Ringwood’s own 
sister, Redrose 1788. Then look at Doxey’s dam, Airy 
1798; Airy is again a close cross of Ringwood and Red- 
rose, her sire, Ranter 1790, out of Redrose 1788, her dam, 
Welcome, sired by Ringwood 1788, out of Vengeance 1792, 
who has a grand-dam, Suky 1791, who was also Ringwood 
and Redrose’s grand-dam. 

It should also be noticed that Dashwood 1 780 and Driver 
1780 appear one on the sire side, the other on that of the 
dam, as also do Countess 1785 and Lord Monson’s Con- 
queror. A pedigree chart is always rather confusing, and 
I find it a good plan to mark the different lines with a red 
and blue chalk pencil; if any one takes the trouble to under- 
line the Ringwood Redrose line, as well as the Tartar and 
Suky with a red chalk, one can see at once what a wonderful 
pedigree it is. The breeding of Doxey would hardly be 
copied to-day. One would not dare to breed so closely, 
and yet it seemed to succeed a hundred years ago, and it is 
done sometimes at Belvoir with success. I think myself 
if in-breeding is attempted it should not be the rule, but 
only done occasionally, and then the greatest care should 
be taken that the particular hound, be it dog or bitch, to 
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which you in-breed, must be of very outstanding excellence 
in work, for if there is any fault or weakness they are 
more liable to come out than the virtues, and that means 
disappointment. 
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Another lesson from Furrier may be learnt. He was 
not straight and was of a bad colour, and yet he was largely 
used. Are we too particular about colour and straightness 
nowadays? Are some hounds who may not be quite 
straight or may be of a bad colour, and yet the best workers 
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in the pack, neglected, and not used as stallion hounds 
in preference to some that are better to look at? I am 
afraid the good-looking tan hounds of to-day get more 
patronage than is their share, over some very clever but not 
too good-looking hounds, and that we should not so often 
hear the complaint of loss of cry, or perhaps bad scent, if 
the order were reversed. 
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I now take Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 1835, who was by 
Mr. Osbaldeston’s Ranter 1828, a son of Furrier 1820, so 
in his top line he includes all that has been written before. 
The dam of Herald 1835 was Harpy 1832, who was by 
an earlier Herald 1829, by Belvoir Hermit 1823, by 
Belvoir Saladin 1813, so that Herald 1835 gets the Belvoir 
Saladin 1813 on the top line both of his sire and dam, 
three generations back on his sire’s side, and four genera- 
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From a painting by J.E. Ferneley 
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tions back on that of hisdam. His dam, Harpy 1832, was 
out of Julia 1828, by Mr. Codrington’s Jason 1822, who, 
it may be remarked, was a grandson of the Beaufort Justice 
1805. Through the double line of the Belvoir Saladin 
1813 Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 1835 gets two lines to the 
Beaufort Topper. 

Perhaps the best-known dogs of a later date that strain 
back to Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 1835 are Lord Henry 
Bentinck’s Regulus and Regent 1861, as also the Blankney 
Warrior 1867, besides many others by him and also his 
own brother, Harbinger 1835. 

Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 1840 I should like to refer to, 
as he was a celebrated stallion hound, who appears in many 
of the best pedigrees. His own pedigree is not particularly 
interesting, except a distant cross to Mr. Osbaldeston’s 
Proctor 1816 on each side of his sire and dam, and a much 
nearer cross to Comus, the sire of his sire, Sifter 18 35, and 
the grandsire of his dam, Actress 1837. I am a little in 
doubt about Comus 1832. Mr. Foljambe had a Comus 
entered that year, according to the Stud Book, under the 
parentage of Belvoir Roderick out of their Countess. ‘The 
Belvoir Countess was entered 1831, only one year before, 
which seems impossible, while the Belvoir Roderick’s date 
is 1821, so that he would have been ten years old when he 
got him. On the other hand I find a Belvoir Comus 18O7, 
with the same parentage which would make the dates come 
out quite right. I therefore think that it should not be 
Mr. Foljambe’s Comus 1832, but the Belvoir Comus 1827. 
As to Mr, Foljambe’s Albion 1840 and his success at the 
stud, it is strange to find on looking through Mr. Fol- 
jambe’s lists, how very little he was used at home. I can 
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only find one couple in 1845 and one dog in 1846 sired 
by him. But Lord Yarborough entered a dog called 
Ruler in 1844, bred by Mr. Foljambe by Albion 1840, 
out of Mr. Foljambe’s Rosamond 1840, who set the stamp 
of excellence on the blood of Albion, being the sire of many 
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good hounds. The following is the note in the Brocklesby 
Hound List. 

“Ruler (1844) a famous stud hound. He was bred by 
Mr. Foljambe, was a rich yellow pie in colour, and the pick 
of the entry. He was always first to find a fox, and was a 
very great favourite with Will Smith. He ran with his 
bristles up. He sired Lord Henry Bentinck’s Redcap and 
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Ranter, and was also used by the Grove.” I should like 
to add the name of Rantipole 18 50 to that of her own sister 
Redcap 1850, as her name appears just as often in pedigrees 
of later stallion hounds. 

Lord Henry Bentinck also used Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 
1840, and bred a hound called Tomboy 1845 out of his own 
Tuneful 1838, who was by the Brocklesby Painter. This 
is what Lord Henry Bentinck says of Tomboy, quoted in 
the Brocklesby Hound List: 

“ Probably the best and most sagacious hound that ever 
tan in the Midland Counties. Little to choose between 
him and Comus (1 844), who was the sire of Contest 1848, 
in point of brilliance or stoutness, but the latter could be 
led wrong, while neither man, hound nor fox could make a 
fool of Tomboy.” 

Tomboy was also spoken of as “ the schoolmaster of 
the pack”. He must have been a wonderfully good 
hound and a credit to Mr. F oljambe’s Albion 1840, whose 
chief fame rests on Tomboy 1845 and his other son, the 
Brocklesby Ruler 1844. I find these two in several 
pedigrees, notably in Lord Henry Bentinck’s Regulus 
and Regent 1841, who have a strain of Tomboy on their 
sire’s side and Brocklesby Ruler 1844 on the dam’s side. 
The Blankney Warrior 1867, who was by Lord Henry 
Bentinck’s Dorimont 1860, gets one strain to Albion through 
the Brocklesby Ruler 1844, and two strains through the 
same hound on his dam’s side. The Milton Somerset 
1872 gets it in the same way both on his sire’s and dam’s 
side. It would not therefore be difficult to find a good many 
lines to Albion, through even these two or three stallions 
that I have mentioned, to hounds of the present time. 
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Mr. Foljambe’s Sparkler 1836 was a dog much fancied, 
evidently a favourite, and of the very best blood, being 
by Mr. Osbaldeston’s Ranter 1828 by his Furrier 1820. 
Used by Lord Henry Bentinck, he was sire of Sanguine 
1844, who was dam of Lord Henry’s celebrated Contest 
1848. Sparkler’s dam, Starlight 1831, goes back to the 
good line of Lord Middleton’s Roman 1819, and so to Mr. 
Corbet’s Trojan. Sparkler’s pedigree will be partly shown 
under Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848. 

I am fortunate, through the kindness of Captain E. 
Foljambe, in being able to reproduce the portraits of Herald 
1835 and Albion 1840. I have selected these two portraits 
out of nearly a dozen which hang at Osberton that were 
painted by J. E. Ferneley between 1841 and 1846 for 
Mr. Foljambe, who was great-grandfather of Captain E. 
Foljambe, who has further been good enough to com- 
municate the following notes, written by his grandfather in 
Cornelius Tongue’s stud book of 1866. 

As to Herald 1835, he writes: ‘ A very famous dog, on 
one occasion killed the hunted fox by himself in Bever- 
cote’s Park”. Of Sparkler 1836, he says: “ A dog without 
a fault, a savage at an earth, or breaking upafox”’. Albion 
1840, he writes, was ‘‘a great favourite, but had full little 
tongue, and some of his get were soft, or supposed to be 
so”. This may be the secret why, as mentioned above, 
he was so little used by Mr. Foljambe, and yet he was the 
sire of the Brocklesby Ruler 1844. 

Mr. Drake’s Duster 1844 is a dog with a great reputa- 

tion, who has been mentioned by a good many writers on 
hunting, and was a great stallion hound. I do not call his 
pedigree good, but I have included it in this book as it is 
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important, owing to its constant appearance in the pedigrees 
of celebrated hounds of a later date. 
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I call it a most disappointing pedigree, considering that 
Mr. Drake took on Sir Thomas Mostyn’s famous pack. 
What I dislike is that it is such a mixture of the blood of so 
many different countries. In three generations one finds 
sires from the Grafton Badminton, Mr. Saville, Lord 
Southampton, and the dam of each generation of the lowest 
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line all mated to sires in the following order: Second 
generation, Belvoir Factor 1833; third, Lord Southamp- 
ton’s Vigilant; fourth, Beaufort Ranter; fifth, Mr. 
Warde’s Bertram; sixth generation, Milton Glancer. 
This is a great contrast to the pedigrees we have so far 
examined, and of the custom of the breeding of the great 
masters of the art like Lord Yarborough, Mr. Osbaldeston, 
Lord Henry Bentinck and Mr. Foljambe, who kept to 
the sorts they preferred, mostly interchanging between 
themselves, and securing a return of their own blood from 
time to time from each other’s kennels. 

The Brocklesby Rallywood 1843 might have pages 
written about him and his offspring. The Brocklesby 
Hound Lists say of him: 

“Yarborough Rallywood, who has virtually made the 
Belvoir kennel what it now is, never ran to head, but 
always got to the end of great runs. He was very long 
and low—the exact image of the Ringwood that Stubbs 
painted for Brocklesby, and with somewhat round quarters, 
which made him rather the harrier, and although good 
twenty-three (inches) he was mean to those who like a big 
hound. In fact, he was quite a mu/tum in parvo, and Will 
summed up his merits in the last sentence of the last letter 
he ever wrote us: ‘ He was the lowest dog I ever saw in 
my life, with the largest fore-rib, combined with a beautiful 
neck and shoulders, and a pleasing, intelligent counte- 
nance’. Old Will Smith wanted the Belvoir Grappler, and 
said, ‘ I’ll give you anything in the kennel for him’; and 
Will selected Rallywood, in spite of his broken thigh. 
(Rallywood had his thigh broken when he was four years 
old by a young horse of Mr. Corbet’s, and it is said that 
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before that accident happened that he could race at the 
head of the pack.) This exchange was never made, owing 
to Smith’s untimely death; and Grappler died at Belvoir. 
But the negotiations were renewed with young Will Smith, 
and he sent Rallywood, by whom he had at one time about 
fourteen couple of working hounds, and got Trouncer in 
exchange, and then Raglan, by Rustic, whom he liked no 
better. Will was so fond of his prize, when he at last got 
hold of it, that fifty-three couple of his puppies, from ten 
couple of ‘the very best stuff in the kennel ’, Were sent 
out in the second season (only 54 couple were entered 
at Belvoir in 1852, and five couple in 1853). Hecame 
to Belvoir in 1850, at nine years old, and was worked a 
whole season, and when he died in 1853 he was found a 
fitting necropolis in the centre of a flower plot in Will’s 
garden, and a red-currant tree now blooms over his re- 
mains.” This is what The Druid says. To this may be 
added an extract from Will Goodall’s Hunting Fournal re 
Rallywood. He says: “ This is a most beautiful little 
short-legged dog, exceedingly light of bone, but with 
beautiful legs and feet. | got him from Brocklesby in 
exchange for Raglan in 1850. The dog was considered by 
the late W. Smith to be one of the best-bred hounds in 
the Brocklesby kennels. Rosebud, his dam, worked until 
she was ten years old; she was never known to do 
anything wrong. They are perfection in their work, and 
everlasting.” 

Will Dale, at one time huntsman at Brocklesby, says: 
“ Rallywood’s descendants, however remote, always showed 
signs of their descent. I could trace his good qualities 
in the hounds I used years afterwards.” 
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J. L. Cooper, who was my huntsman at Cirencester for 
about twelve years up to 1912, wrote: “It is a byword 
among all well-informed huntsmen, the great lift Brocklesby 
did for Belvoir when Will Smith let Will Goodall have 
handsome little Brocklesby Rallywood. My father whipped 
in to the Brocklesby from 1849 to 1852, and knew this 
blood well, and always told me to stick to it, as no hounds 
could find and chase a fox in better form.” 

I have quoted this at length from the Brocklesby Hound 
List notes, as it is very good evidence of the value of this 
hound. Here isa chance of inquiring how a really valuable 
stallion hound, who has stamped his qualities on so many 
other kennels, was bred. In the first place, a fairly good 
idea can be formed of what he looked like, and the first 
thing that occurs to one is that he is described by Will 
Goodall as being “‘ exceedingly light of bone’, and that in 
spite of that he was most anxious to breed from him as 
much as possible. I doubt very much if a modern hunts- 
man of the Belvoir hounds would even think of breeding 
from a hound like that in these days, in spite of his being 
considered the best-bred dog in the Brocklesby kennel. 
Now let me see what and how the best-bred dog at 
Brocklesby was bred. His dam, Rosebud 1839, is said 
to have worked until she was ten years old, and was never 
known to do anything wrong. The Brocklesby Hound 
List note adds that she “‘ was a magnificent dark tan bitch, 
and a very hard runner ”’. 

Of his sire, Basilisk 1839, these notes say: “‘ He was a 
good tan in colour, with a considerable amount of white. 
Very good in his work. Had a cankered mouth.” 

Now as to breeding, on the top line of his sire he goes 
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back to Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1821 by the Belvoir 
Saladin 1813. 

Then his sire has a line to Lord Middleton’s Trusty 
1827; and through him to his Vaulter 1812 and Mr. 
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Corbet’s Tosser 1810, who I believe goes back to Trojan. 
Rosebud 1839, the dam, has two crosses to Bertram 182.3; 
a son of Mr. Osbaldeston’s Bachelor, and the same dog is 
found in the fourth generation of his sire. The Brocklesby 
Trimbush 1812 comes in twice on the sire’s side, and three 
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times on the dam’s side, and Lord Foley’s Random appears 
on each side once. ‘These are the apparent crosses in the 
pedigree, and they bear a good deal of resemblance to the 
crosses in the pedigrees of other celebrated stallion hounds. 

It would be ridiculous to try to enumerate the de- 
scendants of the Brocklesby Rallywood 1843. ‘The list 
would probably include every hound both at Belvoir and 
Brocklesby, and at least half the hounds in other kennels 
in England. When one considers that the Belvoir Weather- 
gauge 1876 had four lines back to him, two on each of his 
sire’s and dam’s pedigrees, and the way the Belvoir hounds 
have been crossed over and over again to Weathergauge 
and his famous line of stallion hounds, the number of lines 
to Rallywood in most Belvoir hounds to-day would be 
difficult to calculate. 


Belvoir Weathergauge 1876 


Royalty 1871 Warrior 1870 
Bella 1861 Rambler 1868 Wonder 1864 
Bella 1853 Remedy 1862 Willing 1858 Chanticleer 1857 
Brocklesby Rallywood 1853 Rallywood 1853 Chaser 1851 
Rallywood 1843 Brocklesby Brocklesby Brocklesby 
Rallywood 1843 Rallywood 1843 Rallywood 1843 


From this skeleton pedigree it will easily be seen that 
the blood of Brocklesby Rallywood predominated in that 
wonderful descendant of his, the Belvoir Weathergauge 
1876. 

This is a model which an enterprising breeder of hounds 
might do well to follow, provided that the hound to which 
he bred back to for his crosses was one which he could 
depend on, and that his blood was as good and stout as 
that of Rallywood 1843. 
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In writing of Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848 and 
his two brothers, Craftsman and Comrade 1849, I must 
confess that they are perhaps my favourite strain, and when- 
ever I come across the names of either of them ina pedigree 
I at once give that hound a very good mark. All three 
were such good genuine foxhounds, and their stock was 
equally remarkable. The pedigree is also good, going 
back to all the heroes of the past. Mr. Osbaldeston’s 
Ranter 1828 comes in on the top line of both sire and dam 
in the third generation, and again in the fourth generation 
on the lower line of the dam, so there are four strains to the 
Meynell Guzman 1796. Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 1835 
and Mr. Foljambe’s Sparkler 1836, the two grandsires, 
bring in the Beaufort Justice 180 5 and Lord Middleton’s 
Roman 1819, the latter going back, as we have seen, to 
Mr. Corbet’s Trojan, and there is another line to the Beau- 
fort Justice on the lower line of the pedigree, as well as a 
second line to Lord Middleton’s Roman 18 19. With such 
ancestry they could not fail to be first-rate, and I think they 
proved better than that. 

In the Brocklesby Hound List Lord Henry’s opinion is 
found. He says of Craftsman: “The best finder of a fox 
that ever came into the Reepham kennels, but a delicate 
dog till two years old, and deficient on the loins”. Contest: 
“ A model and most brilliant animal; noted for hard driving 
and flying the gates and double rails without touching, and 
for turning short without a drag chain”, 

As a proof of Lord Henry’s opinion of these hounds and 
the use he made of them, I find that there were no less than 
forty-one litters entered in his kennel alone by either one 
or other of the three: 204 couple by Contest, 114 couple 
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by Craftsman, and eight couple by Comrade. ‘Total, forty 
couple by the three brothers between the years 1850 and 
1858. They were besides very largely used by others, 
such as the Brocklesby and Badminton, Sir R. Sutton, 
whose best was Dryden 1850, and by the Berkeley, who 
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in 1855 put on 74 couple by Contest, including the 
celebrated Cromwell, and 14 couple by Lord Henry’s 
Comrade 1849. In 1857 there were added 43 couple by 
Lord Henry’s Craftsman 1849; a total of 134 couple in 
three seasons. 

Mr. Foljambe also used all three of these brothers, 
putting on three litters by Contest, two by Comrade and 
one by Craftsman. Contest’s name appears most often 
in pedigrees of well-known later stallion hounds, such as the 
Belvoir Senator, the Berkeley Cromwell and all the good 
hounds which he was responsible for, and if I mention the 
Milton Somerset 1872, the Quorn Alfred 1872, with two 
strains, Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873, with three strains, 
it will be admitted that this family did great things; and it 
must not be forgotten that the Belvoir Weathergauge 1876 
could boast of one strain of Contest through his great- 
grandsire, the Belvoir Senator. 

Lord Fitzhardinge’s Cromwell 18 55 made a great name 
for himself in the West of England. He was such a favour- 
ite that he was allowed to wander about the grounds of 
Berkeley Castle, long after he was too old to work. When 
he died Mr. Henry Baker of Hardwicke Court begged for 
his head, which he had stuffed, and some years after he 
gave it back to Lord Fitzhardinge, and it still exists, hung 
up in the Great Hall there to the present day. 

I must include three more stallion hounds of 1860— 
1870, namely, Lord Henry Bentinck’s Regulus 1861, the 
Belvoir Senator 1862 and the Blankney Warrior 1867. 

Lord Henry’s Regulus was a very good dog, especially 
on a road, and was noted for taking the line over ground 
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a wonderful nose. He was used a good deal at Blankney, 
and his name appears as grandsire of Lord Coventry’s 
Rambler 1873, as well as the great-grandsire of the Milton 
Somerset 1872, who was the sire of Milton Solomon 1881, 
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of whom more hereafter, and this is the reason I include 
his name in my list of stallion hounds of the mid-nineteenth 
century. 

His pedigree is good, going back to our old friends 
Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 1820 four times, the Beaufort 
Justice twice, Mr. Foljambe’s Albion twice, his Herald 
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An enlarged photograph by Dennis Moss 
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1835 three times and Sparkler once, and so to Lord 
Middleton’s Roman 1819. 

The Belvoir Senator 1862, a most important hound as 
ancestor of all the Belvoir, must also be included, with Lord 
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Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848 and Mr. Drake’s Duster 
1844 as two of his great-grandsires. 

There were, of course, many other great hounds at 
Belvoir like Guider 1851 by Mr. Drake’s Duster 1844, 
also Wonder 1864, with the Brocklesby Rallywood 1843 
as grandsire both of his sire Chanticleer 1857 and Willing 
1858, his dam; and there were others like the Belvoir 
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Clinker 1851 and the Belvoir Sailor 1854, both sons of the 
Brocklesby Rallywood 1843, of whom it would only be 
repetition and weariness to enumerate, as they are bred in 
very much the same way, going back to the same old 
stock, 
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T include the Blankney Warrior 1867, as he was by Lord 
Henry Bentinck’s Dorimont 1860, whose pedigree is thus 
included. Warrior was used a good deal at Blankney as 
well as his son Woldsman 1874. Warrior 1867 has a 
good pedigree, with three crosses of the Brocklesby Rally- 
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wood 1843 and three to the Brocklesby Ruler 1844, who 
was by Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 1840. There is also a line 
of Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848, and two other 
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lines as well of his Crazy 1840, who was Contest’s grand- 
dam. Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 1840 and his Herald 1835 


come in three times each. 


CHAPTER V 
1870-1900 


I wit, now take some of the principal stallion hounds 
between the years 1870 and 1880 which in my opinion 
have had the most influence in the breeding of our present 
hounds. In most instances they will be found to strain 
back in a very great degree to those that I have already 
considered, and I hope to prove that the judicious com- 
bination of the blood of those already alluded to, which 
contained the old lines of the Meynell Guzman 1796, 
Beaufort Justice 1805, Mr. Corbet’s Trojan, Fitzwilliam 
Hardwick and the Brocklesby Ranter 1790, will again in 
their turn be found in the pedigrees of those hounds which 
made great names for themselves in the years 1870-80. 

If I can do this, it will be easier to show, as I hope to do 
later on, how important it is to keep to the old lines of the 
celebrated hounds, so that their excellence may be handed 
down from generation to generation. 

A critic may say that I have taken into account so few 
lines of the hounds of the latter end of the last century. 
My answer would be that it is impossible to go thoroughly 
into the breeding of many hundreds of hounds, which may 
have done good service in their day, but the fact remains 
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that if the pedigree of hundreds of hounds were carefully 
made out, there would be comparatively few of their 
descendants that do not show a line to one or more of 
those that I have drawn attention to, and that those which 
could be proved not to do so are almost unknown, and not 
mentioned by any breeder of hounds who has kept a really 
first-rate pack for any length of time, and whose blood is 
known to have come down to us to-day. 

The Milton Somerset 1872, who is perhaps best known 
as the sire of the Milton Solomon 188 I, shows in his 
pedigree a rare combination of the old famous and ancient 
lines. I have alluded to him before as being curiously 
and closely bred, his grand-dam, Redolent 1862, being the 
dam both of his sire, Sailor 1 867, and his dam, Barley 1869. 
His is a wonderful pedigree, going back to probably more 
celebrated strains than any I know. I can count up at 
least twenty-seven strains to Lord Fitzwilliam’s Hardwick 
of the 1790. 

The Brocklesby Ranter 1842 is brought in twice through 
Redolent 1862. The notes in the Brocklesby Hound List 
say of Ranter 1842 that he was the last hound cheered by 
Will Smith on the day of his fatal accident at Barnoldy on 
April 11, 1845, and his favourite hound. Almost the last 
words of the old huntsman were: ‘ Mind my successor, 
whoever he may be, never loses sight of Ranter or his 
blood”’, All the best strains in the Brocklesby pack go 
back to Ranter, and some of the best blood in the Duke 
of Beaufort’s and Lord Fitzhardinge’s kennels as well. 
Through Hymen, entered in 1868, he founded the family 
of Grove Harkaways, who was used at Belvoir, where he 
got Hermit 1890, He was a very dark tan in colour, with 
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great substance and big feet, but stood pretty well. The 
Milton Somerset’s influence on the best of the Warwick- 
shire will be shown later on through his son the Milton 
Solomon 1881, who was sire of that good hound the 


Sportsman ’4.5 by Shiner 41 


Sultan ‘52 | Gi ’ 
~ ) Sportsman 1858 a le pS 
No) . , Pytchley Trimmer 
% Trinket ’56 — | Resid 
iS , Brocklesby Orator 
=| Ottoman "51 | Vanity 46 by Belvoir Victor 
me |Z’ Ruby 1858 Rutland '45 ex Rhapsody 42 by 
2 Rally ’54 Roman ’38 
CI) Merrylass ’48 
i) . Brocklesby Ranter ’42 
Zs ms Bluecap 1858 Bellman '47 ete a 
~ . ’ uler 
. Rakish "53 | Fyeedless '48 by Hermit 
x 2 Brocklesby | Ruler "44 by Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 
Cy 3 Rincdate 786 Rattler 4g ' Ruby ’47 by Basilisk "39 
¥ Z 8 5 Sportsman ’45 by Shiner ’41 
5 Sally ’51 Faitne ¥, ex Rosemary °44 by 
oman "3 
7 Ons 0 Belvoir Sailor ’ 
n Titian ’58 Oe ee oe: : 
a|  ct}Lord H. Bentinck’s | 7" '5® | Twilight 53 by Tomboy "45 
= S| Regulus 1861 : ,_, | Contest 48 , 
Ss a Ringworm ’56 | Rakish ’53 by Mr. Foljambe’s Royster 
[s) , 
g 48 
S Beaufort | Blueman 748 
S - Bounty 1857 Blucher ’52 ! Songstress ’48 by Belvoir Sportsman 
As) Fairmaid’s3 | Feudal ’47 by Beaufort Flyer 
> Handmaid ’4.7 
Ble Brocklesby | Ranter ’42 
mio Bluecap 1858 Bellman ’47 ! Bashful ’39 
4 “po Ruler 48 
‘| Baksshiies | Heedless ’48 
Brocklesby | Ruler 44. by Mr. Foljambe’s Albion 
Z| Ringdove 1856 Rattler 49 ' Ruby ’47 by Basilisk ’39 
2 Sally ’51 l Sportsman ’45 by Shiner 


Pastime ’47 ex Rosemary by Roman ’38 


Warwickshire Harper 1885. The Milton Solomon 1881 
was also used at Belvoir, where he was sire of their Whimsical 
1886, the dam of the famous Belvoir Watchman 1892, and 
at Brocklesby he sired a big litter of three couple. All good 
in their work, the two dog hounds, Smoker and Splendour, 


became wonderful sires, and each of the two couple of 
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Quorn Alfred 1872 


Mr. Garth’s Painter 1869 


Craven Affable 1868 
Mr. Villebois’ Amazon 1863 Badminton Forester 1861 


1870-1900 
bitches valuable matrons. This was one of the most im- 
portant litters ever bred at Brocklesby, 
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The next hound that I will take note of is the Quorn 
Alfred 1872. His pedigree is remarkable for the variety 
of kennels from which the first three generations were 
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bred. He was by Mr. Garth’s Painter 1869, out of the 
Craven Affable 1868. His four grandparents were from 
four different kennels, and his eight great-grandparents 
the same, namely, Belvoir, Wynnstay, Warwickshire, 
Cheshire, Old Berks, Badminton, Lord Portsmouth and 
Lord Poltimore. In the next generation are found repre- 
sentatives of four more kennels, Sir R. Sutton, Berkeley, 
Lord Henry Bentinck and the Vine. On account of this 
extraordinary mixture of blood, it is said that a good many 
Masters of Hounds refused to use him, in spite of his being 
a particularly good hound in his work. The story of the 
coming of the Quorn Alfred to Quorndon is well told by 
Mr. G. S. Lowe, who wrote Part VI., on Foxhounds, 
in Vol. II. of the book on Dogs, edited by Mr. Harding 
Cox. Mr. G. S. Lowe, whose great knowledge of hounds 
and hound pedigrees eminently fitted him for such a difh- 
cult task, relates the difficulties Mr. Coupland had in the 
formation of a new pack of hounds for the Quorn country 
when he started to hunt there in 1870, as Mr. Chaworth 
Musters had given up the country and taken his own 
hounds away with him. Mr. Coupland made a fortunate 
hit in buying the Craven hounds, a pack that had been 
very well bred by Mr. George S. Willis. 

Mr. Lowe tells how Mr. Coupland took John Walker, 
who was a great admirer of Sir Watkin Wynn’s Painter, 
and regarded him as almost an equal to Sir Watkin’s Royal, 
with him to visit Mr. Garth’s kennel. “‘ There’’, says 
Mr. Lowe, ‘‘ they were much enraptured with a beautiful 
young hound called Painter, by Sir Watkin’s Painter, The 
next day, when inspecting the Craven Pack, Affable was 
also admired, and being available at the time was sent to 
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Painter, and she did not come to Quorndon at the time, but 
had her whelps in Berkshire, thence Alfred being sent to 
his new home in a basket.” 

There is no doubt that the Quorn Alfred was a really 
good hound, and got some equally good stock in many 
kennels in spite of the prejudice that some breeders had as 
to his mixed breeding. The reason for his excellence will 
very soon be apparent if the pedigree is inspected further 
back than the three generations objected to. There are 
three strains to Lord Henry Bentinck’s Contest and Com- 
rade, who each have three strains to Mr. Osbaldeston’s 
Furrier 1821, There are three strains to the Brocklesby 
Rallywood, each with one strain to Furrier. There is 
another strain to Furrier through the dam of Sir R. Sutton’s 
Dryden, and another through Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 18 ae 
Mr. Drake’s Duster 1844 also appears, and two lines to the 
Fitzwilliam Hardwick of the 1790's can be traced through 
Goldfinch 1839. This is another instance of how the 
blood will tell, if those lines that I have selected to write on 


‘are bred back to. 


I now come to Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873, one 
of the best, I believe, that ever hunted a fox; and I may as 
well confess it at once—my favourite blood, for do not all 
the old representatives of the best and hardest running 
hounds of the last century appear in his pedigree?—Lord 
Henry Bentinck’s Contest and Craftsman 1848, the 
Brocklesby Rallywood 1843, Tomboy 1845, Ruler 1844, 
Mr. Foljambe’s Herald 1835, Albion 1840, Royster 
1848, Sparkler 1836, the Belvoir Clinker and Chaser 
1851 (both by Brocklesby Rallywood 1843), Belvoir 
Guider 1851 (by Mr. Drake’s Duster) and the Milton 
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Hermit, going back to Hardwick of old. This surely is a 
pedigree that ought to be kept in mind when breeding for 
work, and if you can find Lord Coventry’s Rambler in the 
pedigree of a bitch, possibly occurring several times, look 
out for a dog to suit her who has that strain also; and the 
more strains you can find, I firmly believe that the more 
satisfied you will be with the results; and if you can com- 
bine it with the strains of the Milton Solomon 1881, 
Quorn Alfred 1872, Belvoir Fallible 1874 and Belvoir 
Weathergauge 1876, you will be still more satisfied. 

The roth Lord Willoughby de Broke was aware of this 
and bred largely on these lines, as will be shown in the next 
chapter. But I am anticipating this. 

I am fortunate in being able to give the opinion of that 
noble and veteran sportsman, Lord Coventry, who wrote 
two letters in the Morning Post about Rambler in December 
1921. In the first letter he says: “Rambler was, indeed, 
a wonder, for he was a leader in the pack until he was twelve 
years old, and this was remarkable because he was a hard 
runner, always at head, and it was a pleasure to see him 
setting himself at the fences, like a steeple-chase horse ”’. 

In his second letter, Lord Coventry was indignant at an 
unintentional calumny of some writer, hinting that Rambler 
was not quite straight, and said that this could only have 
been done by some one who had never seen the old hound. 

“He is mistaken,” he says. “‘ Rambler stood as straight 
as a gun-barrel, and carried his bone down in perfect sym- 
metry. In corroboration of this, I think I may point out 
that the Belvoir, Brocklesby and Warwickshire kennels, 
inter alia, would not have bred from a foxhound deficient 
in symmetry.” 
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Rambler was used at several other kennels, including 
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the Quorn, where, in 1880, 64 couple were put on by 
him. One of these, Restless 1880, bred Guider and 
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Guardian, entered in 1885, both of them being used as 
stallion hounds, but although Guider sired five litters in 
1890-91-92, they do not seem to have gone on much 
beyond that. 

The Warwickshire was the place he succeeded best, 
where he not only sired Rifleman and Ringleader 1879, 
both of whom were a good deal used, but the bitches he 
bred there were the making of Lord Willoughby de Broke’s 
pack and produced some of his best hounds. 

Lord Coventry’s Rambler rightly deserves a place in 
any list of well-known stallion hounds of the last century. 

The Belvoir Fallible 1874 comes next on my list. As 
regards his pedigree it will be seen what a grand outcross 
his sire, the Milton Furrier 1869, was, for he not only had 
the best strains of the Milton hounds, but was full of 
Brocklesby blood as well, with three strains of their Rally- 
wood 1843, while his dam, Prophetess, had at least two 
strains of Rallywood, three of Mr. Drake’s Duster 1844 
and one of Lord H. Bentinck’s Contest 1848. I re- 
member being told many years ago, when I first started 
breeding hounds, that the best possible cross to make was 
to mate bitches of the Belvoir Fallible blood to sires of the 
Weathergauge sort, or vice versa. I was not told the reason 
why, and it did not occur to me to ask on what account this 
should be. It was, or appeared to be, a known fact, and 
had, of course, succeeded in the case of the Belvoir Nominal 
1888, at that time at the top of his form and renown. I 
venture now to answer the question why it was so successful. 
It is because in both pedigrees you find several strains of 
the same great forebears: Brocklesby Rallywood 184 3 with 
five strains, Mr. Drake’s Duster 1844 with four, Lord Henry 
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Bentinck’s Contest 1848, mixed with the best of Belvoir and 
Milton blood. 

In Hunting Reminiscences of Frank Gillard, Fallible is 
described as follows: ‘‘ His bright black-and-tan coat, 
supple, muscular limbs, clean shoulders, deep, full chest 
and ribs, and shapely head, show true foxhound style in 
every line. His reputation would have been lasting if it 
had ended with his son Stainless 1881, a hound said to be 
incomparable by Mr. Chaworth Musters. He certainly 
was a beautiful hound, his colour, neck, shoulders and 
contour being so perfect.” 

As a stallion hound, perhaps his three best sons to 
continue his line and fame were Founder 1879, Stainless 
1882 and Spartan 1882. 

When my father first started to keep hounds in the 
Cirencester kennels in 1886, he bought a draft of 
15% couple of the old V.W.H. hounds, and among 
them was a bitch called Beautiful 1879 by the Belvoir 
Fallible 1874 out of Holderness Barmaid 1873, who was 
by Brocklesby Brutus 1870. She was a wonderfully good 
bitch, but, of course, old when we had her. Some years 
after I was asked by Mr. Weatherby, who occasionally 
hunted with us when staying at Charlton Park with Lord 
Suffolk, and had seen Beautiful do some real good work, 
whether she had ever bred any puppies for us—for, said he, 
that was the kind of bitch that a pack of hounds should be 
bred from; but, unfortunately, although she had a litter of 
puppies they were weedy little things, and the one that 
came in from walk was too small to put on, probably on 
account of the age of the old bitch. The Fallible blood, or 
rather that of his sister Faithful, reigns supreme in my 
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kennel to-day, for there is not one single hound who is not 
descended from her grandson, the Craven Wellington 1885, 
who was bought from Sir Richard Sutton when he gave up 
the Craven hounds in 1887. The Craven Wellington 
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1885 was bred by Sir Bache Cunard, being by his Finder 
1879 from his Welcome 1882. 

Finder was by the Quorn Alfred 1872, out of Faithful 
1874, one of a couple of the Belvoir Fallible’s sisters drafted 
to Sir Bache. 
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Wellington’s dam, Welcome 1882, was by the Belvoir 
Weathergauge 1 876, so this is a clear proof of the influence 
of good blood and breeding, even from inferior draft 
hounds, as to work, and I may also add appearance, which 
is still more strange when I say that Wellington was not 
only not straight but almost deformed about his knees and 
feet. In spite of that, we used him purely for work, for he 
was never known to do wrong; and the bitches he sired were 
as straight as one could wish for, producing in four genera- 
tions winners at the Peterborough Show that carried off 
both the Champion Dog Hound and Champion Bitch 
prizes, Is this a reward for virtue in breeding for work 
independently of looks, or is it rather a fact of nature, and 
that good blood mated to good blood will assert itself? A 
moral, at any rate, may be drawn from this: that if you have 
a really well-bred hound with first-rate nose, voice and 
drive, and yet may not quite look a stallion hound, you 
should not reject him with the comment, “ Ah, yes, a very 
good hound in his work, but not a stallion hound ”’, as I 
fear is often done. You should give him a trial, and if you 
have sufficient faith in his working qualities, give him as 
good a chance as if he were a good-looking dog by mating 
him to a really suitable bitch, of good breeding, work and 
looks, 

The last of this series that I notice is perhaps the 
greatest and best of the lot, the Belvoir Weathergauge 1876. 
So much has already been written about him that to write 
more of this great hound would be only vain repetition. It 
is, I think, well known that as a young hound he was very 
nearly drafted on account of his looks and short neck, 

In the History of the Belvoir Hunt, by T. F. Dale (1 899), 
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the author gives an account of some of the best Belvoir 
hounds from the pen of W. Wells, who had whipped-in to 
Gillard. Wells says that Weathergauge was the best fox- 
hound he ever saw, and added: “I like the Weathergauge 
sort better than any other. He was a plain dog, and he 
was nearly sharing the fate of his famous ancestor, Furrier, 
which went in a draft to Mr. Osbaldeston. He was offered 
for £10 to Mr. Albert Brassey, who did not like him.” 

Weathergauge is, however, an example of the wisdom 
of breeding from a hound that is not quite all that could be 
desired in looks, but was used on account of the quality of 
his work in the field. ‘There were so many good stallion 
hounds at Belvoir at that time that it was some years before 
Weathergauge was used as a stallion hound. The first 
appearance of any young hounds by him was in the entry 
for 1882, so Weathergauge must have been in his fifth 
season before he was used at Belvoir. In that year there 
were two litters by him, both curiously from the same bitch, 
Golden 1878, which is rather an unusual occurrence. 

In the following season, 1883, there were seven litters, 
or 8} couple, entered by him; in 1884 there were six 
litters consisting of 54 couple, and in 1885 only one 
couple. 

Mr. Cuthbert Bradley, in his Hunting Reminiscences of 
Frank Gillard (1898), gives Gillard the credit of restoring 
the cry of the Belvoir hounds, which under Cooper’s 
management had become very mute, and attributes this to 
the use of a dog called Wonder 1864, who had a voice like 
a bell. 

It was Cooper who used Wonder 1864, and bred from 
him Woodman and Warrior 1870, from Susan 1867, the 
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granddaughter of Singer 1855, who was sire of the Belvoir 
Senator. Gillard only went to Belvoir in 1871, so could 
not have bred Warrior 1870, the sire of Weathergauge 1876, 
but every credit is due to Gillard for using Weathergauge, 
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who doubtless inherited the voice of his grandsire, Wonder 
1864. 

The pedigree of Weathergauge 1876 is well worth 
studying; it is a wonderful combination of the best hunting 
blood, with five strains of Brocklesby Rallywood, five of 
Mr. Drake’s Duster 1844, one of Lord H. Bentinck’s 
Contest 1848, with other strains of the best of Brocklesby 
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and Milton, and three of the Belvoir Comus 180, all well 
back in the fifth or sixth generation, making what I call a 
wonderfully level pedigree. 

I need not say more, for everybody knows the great sires 
that are descended from Weathergauge, particularly the 
line of Gambler 1884, Nominal 1888, Watchman 1892 
and Dexter 1895, and the more recent great sires which 
trace back to all of them. 

There were other great sires at Belvoir besides the 
Weathergauge sort, such as Whynot 1869 by Senator 1862, 
Saffron 1870, also by Senator 1862, Brusher 1874 by 
Saffron 1870, Founder 1879 by Fallible 1874, Gallant 
1874 by General 1867 (Gallant being the sire of Gambler’s 
dam, Gratitude 1880). Then a little later came Spartan 
1882 and Stainless 1882, both by Fallible 1874, and many 
others. 

We are allowed to learn a little secret as regards Brusher 
1874, who was much used at Belvoir and elsewhere, and 
was said to have got very good stock. 

W, Wells says, in the History of the Belvoir Hunt, that 
Brusher 1874 was ‘“‘a nice dog and used very much, but 
there never was a bigger skirter, till one day Gillard, myself 
and Cottrell were out cub-hunting, and we caught him near 
a gate and gave him a lesson. After that when I said to 
him ‘ Brusher ’, he would fly among the pack and remain 
there.” 

The Belvoir Fencer 1880 was perhaps the best hound 
that Brusher got, but one wonders if the propensity of 
skirting was at all hereditary. 

It is, of course, impossible to mention all the good 
stallion hounds of the 1880-1900. There were many at 
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Blankney, the Grove, the Milton Grafton and other kennels. 
If any one should fancy any particular kennel, or any strain 
in any kennel that I have not mentioned, and take the 
trouble to look up their pedigrees, I think few cases will be 
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found in which the names of some at least of those here 
described do not appear. 

There are, however, three stallion hounds who in my 
estimation stand out pre-eminently, and whose names | 
always like to see in the pedigrees of the foxhounds of the 
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present day. They are the Oakley Dancer 1888, the 
Grafton Woodman 1892 and the Brocklesby Wrangler 
1899, and I give their pedigrees so that it may be seen that 
in each of them the system is the same—of breeding back 
to certain well-known hounds which appear once or twice 
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both on the paternal and maternal sides of their pedigrees; 
the Brocklesby Wrangler 1899 having three strains of 
Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873 on his sire’s side and two 
on his dam’s side, while the Belvoir Weathergauge 1876 
appears twice on the dam’s side and once on the top line 
of the sire. In fact, all our old friends appear in their 
places, and unite their old strains of a hundred years before 
80 
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in the production of beautiful animals which we have in 
our kennels to-day. 
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CHAPTER VI 
THE WARWICKSHIRE HOUNDS 


Tue history and breeding of the Warwickshire hounds is 
one of the most interesting examples of hound breeding, 
and is well worth the attention of any one who wishes to 
make a study of hounds and how they may be bred; and 
how they were bred by a master mind who knew all that 
was to be known of hunting. Lord Willoughby de Broke, 
the roth Baron, was an all-round and thoroughly good 
sportsman: a fine shot, a cricketer, fisherman and a first- 
class rider, both between the flags and to hounds. He 
was one of the best, if not the best, amateur huntsmen in 
England, who thought that there was no other sport to 
compare with hunting. Lord Willoughby was elected 
Master of the Warwickshire Hounds in 1876, and from 
inspection of the Foxhound Kennel Stud Book, his first 
entry would not have been very good unless he had bought 
a draft of hounds from Mr. Musters. The following year 
he augmented his entry by drafts of young hounds from the 
Brocklesby and Mr. Chaplin’s country, while again in 1878 
he had a draft from the Belvoir. But the foundation of 
his success was from one of his earliest home-bred litters, 
in the entry of 1877, a litter of 24 couple by Lord 
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Coventry’s Rambler 1873 from the Warwickshire Charity 
1870. These consisted of Ransom, Regent, Rival, Rosy 
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He lost no time in breeding from these, so we may 
presume that he was thoroughly satisfied with them 
in their work, as in the 1879 entry Rival 1877 had a 
litter of 24 couple by Quorn Alfred 1872—Archibald, 
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Argonaut, Artifice, Ardent and Arrogant—of whom Archi- 
bald and Artifice proved themselves remarkable stallion 
hounds. Ruin 1877 also was dam of one couple by the 
Quorn Alfred 1872, while Rosy 1877, the third sister, was 
put to the Belvoir Fallible 1874, and was responsible 
for another 24 couple of the same entry, viz. Roguish, 
Roma, Rosamond, Roundelay and Royalty. In the 1878 
entry there were two other litters by the Quorn Alfred 1872: 
Affable, Aimwell and Audible out of Columbine 1874, and 
Agnes, Alfred, Alice and Artful out of Cheerful 1874, a 
sister of Columbine 1874, they being by the Warwickshire 
Clasher 1870, who was brother of Charity 1870, the dam 
of the three sisters, Rival, Rosy and Ruin 1877. The 
Warwickshire Clasher and Charity 1870 may then be 
considered the foundation of the great pack that Lord 
Willoughby de Broke bred. The pedigree of these two 
hounds shows that they had plenty of the same old blood 
that I have been writing about—two strains of Lord 
Henry Bentinck’s Contest 1848 and one of Craftsman 1849; 
while the Brocklesby Rallywood 1843, Ruler 1844, Bachelor 
1846, Mr. Foljambe’s Royster 1848, Lord Fitzwilliam’s 
Shiner 1841, Belvoir Guider 1851 (by Mr. Drake’s Duster 
1844), as well as Mr. Drake’s Bachelor 18 36 (the sire of the 
well-known Duster 1844), all appear as they have already 
done in the pedigrees of well-known hounds, and this is 
what Lord Willoughby knew, and we have to see how he 
used it to the best advantage. In the first place, he put 
Charity 1870 to Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873, in whose 
pedigree the names of so many of those same stallion hounds 
appear. Then he took the result of that, viz. the three 
daughters, Rival, Rosy and Ruin 1877, mating Rival and 
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Ruin to the Quorn Alfred 1872 and Rosy 1877 to the 
Belvoir Fallible 1874, and in both of these stallion hounds 
you find the same blood, well back in the fifth or sixth 
generation. 

Then take Clasher 1870 and his daughters Columbine 
and Cheerful 1874; they also were both put to the Quorn 
Alfred 1872, which was simply a repetition of the same 
breeding, and one can only admire the confidence and faith 
in which Lord Willoughby pursued this cross, as if he was 
certain of its success. Was this knowledge or genius, or 
was it only a flair he had in selecting the best working 
stallion hounds of his day? It certainly was not “luck”, 
except, perhaps, in the regularity with which his bitches 
produced a good number of whelps. 

It is, however, certain that his favourite sires, when he 
first began breeding, were Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873, 
the Quorn Alfred 1872 and the Belvoir Fallible 1874, 
and that those three, as foundation sires, came out the best, 
and appear more often than any others in the pedigrees of 
the later well-known stallion hounds that he bred. 

In the entry of 1880 the three sisters had litters by 
Belvoir Fallible 1874, Holderness Rebel 1876 and Pytchley 
Comus 1876, but they were not so successful. Not in the 
next year, 1881, were the Quorn Alfred bitches, Affable 
and Audible 1878 and Ardent 1879, when put to Grove 
Reginald 1873, Belvoir Brusher 1874 and Milton Reveller 
1876, much more so. 

The entry for 1882 consists almost entirely of the Clasher- 
Columbine 1870 blood, only two litters out of thirteen 
being unconnected with that family, and the young home- 
bred sires, Archibald and Artifice 1879 by Quorn Alfred 
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out of Rival 1877, begin to appear as stallion hounds. 
For the next three years outside sires were mostly used, 
with the exception of Ringleader 1879, Rifleman 1879 and 
Ravager 1880, all by Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873. 

There must of course have been many other good 
hounds in the Warwickshire kennels at that time owing to 
the good blood imported by Lord Willoughby de Broke in 
his first three seasons, 1876, 1877 and 1878, in drafts from 
Mr. Musters, the Brocklesby and Belvoir kennels, as well 
as among the hounds he bred at home by Grafton, Holder- 
ness, Milton and Grove sires. It will be found, however, 
that, on examining the pedigrees of the best stallion hounds 
bred by Lord Willoughby, comparatively few lines strain 
back to hounds that came in those three drafts, and that 
the majority of the home-bred sires were of the Clasher- 
Charity 1870 blood. Dexter 1878 was an exception, and 
was by the Quorn Duster 1870, from the Warwickshire 
Adelaide 1875, one of the old Warwickshire sort. Other 
exceptions were Rifleman and Ringleader 1879 and Ravager 
1880, by Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873. Ravager’s dam, 
Skylark 1876, was one of those that came from Mr. Musters. 
As to Rifleman and Ringleader 1879, their dam, Siren 1877, 
was a daughter of Crafty 1871, who was by Nestor 1866 
from Caroline 1868, who was by the Hon. W. North’s 
Castor, so they were bred very nearly on the same Clasher- 
Charity 1870 lines. One of the first and one of the best 
stallion hounds bred by Lord Willoughby de Broke was 
Furley 1883 by Belvoir Fencer from Ransom 1877. The 
Great Harper was entered in 1885, by the Milton Solomon 
from Handsome 1882 by Archibald 1879, the son of Rival 
1877. Then in 1886 came Fifer by Ravager 1880. 
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A list of all the stallion hounds would take too long to 
enumerate, and the only way to prove the effect of the best 
strains is to look at the pedigrees of one or two of those that 
were most successful at the stud ten or fifteen years later. 
I take, then, the pedigree of the Warwickshire Pedlar 1901, 
the most typical example of Lord Willoughby’s breeding, 
and one which includes his best hounds, such as Harper 
1885, Talisman 1893, Sailor 1893 and Tuscan 1897; and 
as the latter was litter brother of Tudor and Turncoat, their 
pedigree can be seen as included at the same time. 

This is a wonderful pedigree, with nine strains of Lord 
Coventry’s Rambler 1873, six of Quorn Alfred 1872, 
several of Belvoir Weathergauge and Fallible and others, 
including ten strains to the brother and sister, Warwickshire 
Clasher and Charity 1870, and with all these crosses Pedlar 
1901 cannot be said to be inbred in the slightest degree, 
for no name is repeated more than once until you come to 
the fifth generation. It is a model pedigree of what a really 
well-bred dog should have. There were other really good 
stallion hounds, such as Wildboy 1889 out of Wary 1886 
by Whynot 1882, who was out of Ruin 1877, and he sired 
Turncoat and Tarquin and Tancred 1895, as well as 
Gimcrack 1894. Nailer 1894 was also well liked, being 
by the Belvoir Nominal out of Huntress 1888 by Harper 
1885. All of these got good stock both at home and in 
other kennels. ‘The Brocklesby patronized the Warwick- 
shire sires and benefited greatly accordingly, perhaps the 
best being the well-known Brocklesby Wrangler 1899, who 
was by Warwickshire Sailor 1892 out of Watchful 1895, 
whose sire was the Warwickshire Wildboy 1889. Besides 
this they dipped deeply into the Warwickshire blood, using 
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Talisman 1893, Turncoat and Tuscan 1897, and Nailer 
1894 with the greatest success. At the present time, in 
addition to the Brocklesby, the North Warwickshire and 
Heythrop are probably the kennels which chiefly represent 
the old Warwickshire blood of Lord Willoughby de Broke 
to-day. 
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CHAPTER VII 
LINE BREEDING 


Ir is beyond the scope of my present task to write of hounds 
bred within the last twenty years. It would be invidious 
to do so. Every Master of Hounds and huntsman have 
their own ideas as to breeding and their own ideal of 
what a foxhound should be, and being of a conservative 
turn of mind, nothing that I could say would make the 
slightest effect or change them from their method of 
breeding. 

The great kennels of Belvoir, Badminton and Brocklesby, 
as well as many others, have their own particular stamp of 
hounds and system of breeding; what that is no one can say; 
it is never written down or even spoken of. Nevertheless, 
grand stallion hounds are produced annually in many 
kennels, some of which we see at Peterborough. This is 
all very well for make, shape and looks, and they, with 
many others, are available for service for the smaller packs 
of hounds, and are invaluable in keeping up the size and 
bone of those smaller countries whose masters wish to 
improve their hounds. It is very easy to breed small or 
weedy hounds who are sharp and quick and do their work 
admirably, but it is most difficult to keep up size, bone and 
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appearance with hounds who can give real satisfaction in 
the way they hunt their fox. 

The Peterborough Show, although a great institution, 
is, I think, rather a place of temptation. A young hunts- 
man or a whipper-in sees the triumphant smile of the win- 
ning huntsman, covered with red and blue ribbons. Can 
any one be surprised that he should not covet those 
honours, and resolve that some day he also will win prizes 
and be adorned in the same way? Young Masters of 
Hounds, and also, I fear, older ones too, may be similarly 
affected, and may be tempted to send their bitches the 
following year to one or other of these magnificent creatures, 
without inquiring too closely as to the superexcellence of 
their work, and console themselves with the reflection that 
they are improving both the looks and value of their hounds. 
As to pedigree, that is all right; if the hound is good enough 
to win at Peterborough it is good enough to use. 

I remember the first time my father’s hounds won a 
prize at Peterborough. It was in 1892, just before my 
father’s death. We won the prize for the best couple of 
unentered bitches with Norah, by the Belvoir Nominal out 
of the Craven Welcome, whose sire was the East Sussex 
Waggoner, and Starlight, by the Belvoir Student out of Lord 
Somerton’s Cressida by the Warwickshire Ringleader. 
Norah also won the cup for the best single bitch in the 
class, beating Lord Willoughby de Broke’s Heedless by 
Hermit. Lord Willoughby de Broke did not know me by 
sight, but was sitting close to me. Some one came up after 
the decision of the judges and condoled with him for his 
bitch having been defeated. He said, ‘‘ I should not mind 
being beaten, but look at this,” and with great scorn in his 
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voice, added, “ Fancy being beaten by the East Sussex 
Waggoner.” 

That showed how much he attached to pedigree, but, 
as a matter of fact, he did not know the breeding of the 
despised East Sussex Waggoner 1879, who was by Mr. 
Garth’s Wonder 1875, and had some good Belvoir blood on 
his dam’s side. Some people may think that I attach too 
much value to pedigree, but in my opinion pedigree is a 
guarantee of excellence in work, and by it alone you can be 
sure of a long line of ancestry of hounds who have been 
successful in the field; and by the combination of many such 
lines, preferably to the same hero of the past, or of many 
such stallion hounds well known to be good in their work, 
you can be more certain that their progeny will take after 
them. 

Pedigree is not, of course, everything; there is besides a 
great deal of selection necessary in mating hounds to correct 
faults in make and shape. 

However well bred a dog or a bitch may be, if they are 
both light in the ribs, flat-sided, light of bone, etc., you 
cannot expect them to produce stout bony puppies. So 
a great deal must depend on selection in mating suitable 
animals to preserve the type desired, as well as the considera- 
tion of pedigree. It is said in The Science of Fox-hunting, by 
Scrutator, that “ the renowned John Ward, who was of all 
his contemporary masters the most successful breeder of 
foxhounds, would deliberate sometimes for a week what 
sire ought to be put to a certain dam, and the result of his 
caution rarely showed an error in judgment”. There was 
no Foxhound Kennel Stud Book in those days to help him 
to make out long pedigrees, so he could only deliberate 
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on the facts of his own actual knowledge of the work of 
hounds that he knew about, either in his own kennel or the 
kennels of his friends. 

His orbit was certainly more limited than ours is to-day. 
We can get into either a train or a motor-car, and in a short 
time see any kennel we desire; but I do not think it makes 
the selection any easier. It is true that it widens the field for 
selection, but it is all the more difficult to select the right dog. 

It was genius in the case of Lord Willoughby de Broke 
in selecting, in the first instance, Lord Coventry’s Rambler 
and the Quorn Alfred, and in mating their issue with 
various Belvoir hounds. 

The difficulty to-day is to find Ramblers and Alfreds, 
or further back, Belvoir Weathergauges and Brocklesby 
Rallywoods. I know of none to compare with them at the 
present time; they may exist, and there may be dozens of 
them, known to certain Masters or huntsmen. How are 
they to be found, and where are they? It requires a genius 
tofind them. If youare not a genius all you can do is to go 
on breeding back to certain known lines by making out the 
pedigrees of any hound you fancy, and so make sure that 
you are getting the right blood; and my recommendation is 
to breed in that method. 

I have tried this myself with considerable success, at 
least as regards work, if it does not produce winners at 
Peterborough very often. The consolation is to see your 
hounds at work, to hear plenty of music, and see them hunt 
a fox with the same dash and drive at four o’clock in 
the afternoon as they did when first thrown off. Half the 
pleasure in fox-hunting is the keenness and dash of the 
hounds when racing with their hackles up, or hunting a 
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cold scent like a pack of beagles. If they do both you 
should be satisfied. 

As an illustration of what I mean by breeding back to 
the same hound or hounds who have made names for them- 
selves in the past, I give a full pedigree of one of my hounds, 
Trouncer 1923, a young dog in his second season, and full 
of promise, with a good voice, rare dash and working 
qualities. He cannot be said to be inbred, for there is no 
repetition of names until the Milton Glatton 1905 occurs 
in the fourth and fifth generations, and the North Warwick- 
shire Wonder 1904 and Rampish 1902 in the fifth genera- 
tion, as the sire and dam of Rambler 1907, and his sister 
Wasteful 1906 in the fourth generation. At the same time, 
if the pedigree was prolonged it would show that there are 
just sixty lines to Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873 and 
twenty-seven lines to the Quorn Alfred 1872. So it is 
rather a curiosity in the way of pedigrees. Very likely there 
are other hounds in existence which could show the same 
sort of thing to some other great hound, especially at Belvoir, 
where Weathergauge has been religiously bred back to; but 
the system of breeding rather closely and persistently, over 
and over again, is not, in my opinion, so likely to succeed as 
well as this method. 

I do not object to breeding rather close occasionally if 
I am sure that the dog or bitch is absolutely right and a 
particularly good one. There are instances of this which 
have turned out extraordinarily well. As a rule the fourth 
generation is near enough, and if one can arrange for what 
I call a double cross, that is when two separate hounds’ 
names occur in the fourth generation of both sire and dam, 
it is most advantageous, again, that is, provided that they 
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are both sterling good hounds in their work and go back in 
their pedigree to the old lines that are most fancied. 


Earl Bathurst’s Trouncer 1923 


North Warwickshire Toiler 1919 


Trinket 1918 
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There is a good deal of talk as to the place in the pedigree 
in which the name of the hound bred back to should be 
found. Some like the name to appear on the top line, and 
also on the lower line of the dam, and think that by that 
greater influence is exerted. The top line perhaps may be 
considered important, for it represents the descent in tail- 
male, very often to a long line of celebrated stallion hounds, 
but it is very difficult to say what is the influence of a long 
descent of females; bitches are not spoken of so often as 
stallion hounds, which may be used widely in many kennels, 
and if they get good stock are continually being spoken of 
by people who take an interest in hounds, so that they geta 
wide reputation, whereas a bitch stays at home, and is known 
by few, and is rarely given the credit of having produced 
even the best young hound in an entry. In the entry forms 
for the Peterborough Show the names of the dams have to 
be given; but the name of the dam’s sire has also to be given, 
as if the dam was of small account and of little moment, 
except for the name of her sire and the kennel he came from, 

Old Tom Sebright of the Fitzwilliam, who lived a 
hundred years ago, used to say, ‘‘ Ah! my lad, the dam is 
the secret.”” That saying should be remembered, for I 
believe it is absolutely true, and it is necessary to get some 
really good bitches before you can breed a good pack of 
hounds. 

The influence of the bitch leads up to another form of 
breeding, or rather inbreeding. In the interesting corre- 
spondence which was published in the Morning Post in 
December 1921 and January 1922 on hound breeding, 
Captain Robert Brassey wrote a letter showing his know- 
ledge and interest in the breeding of the Heythrop hounds 
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during his father’s mastership. He, in that letter, pointed 
out that the best method was for the dam to be inbred and 
crossed with a stallion hound that had one strain of the same 
blood, and that this was the way to found a lasting line of 
sires. While admitting that some notable hounds have 
been bred in this way, I do not altogether believe that this 
is the only way to breed stallion hounds. ‘Take the Belvoir 
Warrior 1870 who, as the sire of Weathergauge 1876, may 
be said to be the founder of that great family of sires. His 
sire, Wonder 1864, was closely bred to the Brocklesby Rally- 
wood 1843 in the third generation. 

Wonder’s dam, Susan 1867, was less closely bred to Mr. 
Drake’s Duster 1844, he appearing in the third and fourth 
generations, although he also appears in the third generation 
from Wonder 1864. 

Warrior 1870, therefore, had two strains of Brocklesby 
Rallywood 1843 in the fourth generation and three of Mr. 
Drake’s Duster 1844, one being in the fifth generation. 

Now take Weathergauge’s dam, Royalty 1871. She 
could only show two of Brocklesby Rallywood 1843 in the 
third and fourth generations, that being the only near cross 
she had atall. I submit, therefore, that in Weathergauge’s 
pedigree the sire was more inbred than the dam. 

Now Gambler’s (1884) pedigree should be looked at. 
His sire, Weathergauge 1876, has been seen to be full of 
Brocklesby Rallywood and Mr. Drake’s Duster. Gambler’s 
dam, Gratitude 1880, was not what I call inbred, and one 
has to look to the fourth generation to find the name of the 
Belvoir Fairplay 1850 appear twice, and in the fifth genera- 
tion it occurs once more, so Gratitude cannot be said to have 
been so nearly inbred as Gambler. 
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I do not think the rule applies either to Nominal 1888, 
Watchman 1892 or Dexter 1895, so it cannot be said to 
be the golden rule for breeding first-class sires ; but it may, 
all the same, be a good system and bring good results. 

Captain Brassey also mentions in this letter that the 
system of Charles Sturman, huntsman to the Heythrop 
from 1901 to 1922, was a rule to go for a complete outcross 
on the top lines of the sire and inbreeding, if possible, on 
the dam’s side. 

This also may be good, and it is, at any rate, a system 
which has stood the test of time with success. Personally, 
I do not think it is possible to lay down any law, and that it 
does not make much difference as to the position in the 
pedigree, whether the name occurs on the top or the 
bottom line or in the middle. Good hounds are bred in 
either case, but, as I have said before, the fourth generation 
is near enough for a cross if the stoutness and constitution 
of the progeny are to be preserved, which is so necessary for 
the great strain of the high condition requisite for hounds, 
in order that they may come through their arduous work 
and last for even four or five seasons at the high pressure 
required to-day. 

Having made the statement that the fourth generation 
is near enough, I must plead guilty of having bred as near 
as four on one side and three on the other, but it is not a 
practice which should be continued, and only done as an 
exception to the rule. 

In the fifth and sixth generations it is another matter: 
names may in proportion increase in number of their appear- 
ance, and farther back still, the more often that the names of 
really great stallion hounds appear—I mean some of those 
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that I have previously referred to, such as the Quorn Alfred 
and Lord Coventry’s Rambler—the more pleased I am with 
the pedigree, as an example of this has been already given 
in the pedigree of my Trouncer 192 RE 

It might be of interest and perhaps worth while to 
inquire into the way some dogs, other than foxhounds, are 
bred. There are many other kinds of breeds, and the 
owners of these breeds are devoting a great deal of care in 
the production of prize-winners on scientific lines. Several 
books have been written on the theory of breeding, not only 
various kinds of dogs, but other animals as well, such as 
horses and cattle. I do not propose to go very deeply into 
these systems, but it is surely worth while to see what others 
are doing to reproduce certain qualities which are required, 
whether it be only for show dogs or those fitted for other 
sporting purposes. Let us then take the fox-terrier. 

The Rev. Rosslyn Bruce, D.D., wrote a book called 
Fox-Terrier Breeding, the Line and Family Method, in which 
he goes very thoroughly into the system and theory of 
breeding fox-terriers in order to produce champions at the 
fox-terrier shows. He contrasts the theories of Mendelism 
with the Bruce-Lowe system, and although he admits that 
it is undeniable that there is a great deal in the Mendelian 
lines, and even asserts that it is at the foundation of all 
scientific breeding, yet it is more difficult to apply this 
theory to bitches who produce large litters than to horse- 
breeding, where only one at a time is produced. 

The Rev. Rosslyn Bruce emphasizes the importance of 
the Bruce-Lowe system, which is, shortly, the importance of 
the female line, or “ tail-female”’, the “ tail-male ” being 
less so, and adds that “all other elements of a pedigree, 
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that is, the middle lines leading back to the sires’ dams, and 
dams’ sires’ ancestors, are considered to be relatively far less 
important, as in a sense they cancel one another, and may be 
largely ignored”. This theory does not quite agree with 
that of the roth Lord Willoughby de Broke, who, I have 
been told, used to say that you “must nick the pedigrees 
in the middle quarterings not closer than the third remove, 
and get the right strains”. When doctors differ, who shall 
decide? 

I think myself that it is a great advantage to have the 
middle quarterings to go back to the same families, pro- 
vided that it was far enough off, i.e. the fourth, fifth or even 
sixth generation, so that the names of the same well-known 
and celebrated hound, be it dog or bitch, may appear as 
often as possible in the far-off generations. 

The Rev. Rosslyn Bruce proceeds: ‘“ The principle to 
which I refer is the paramount importance of identifying 
and tracing the female family on the female side throughout, 
not only as dominating constitution and temper, as was 
known of old, but as having altogether as much sway in the 
realm of general excellence as the male line on the male 
side’’, Further on he says: ‘‘ The most certain way of pro- 
ducing a successful strain is to examine the dam’s side of 
the pedigree of the sire whom you most desire to reproduce, 
and put him to bitches inbred on the female side to the best 
and most dominant family in his dam’s pedigree”. 

That chapter is summed up by the author quoting Mr. 
Croxton Smith, who thus expresses it: ‘“ The secret of it all 
is that the dam’s, dam’s, dam’s dam, etc., is the chief factor 
in a pedigree, and after that the sire’s, sire’s, sire’s sire, etc.’’, 

One might almost imagine that Mr. Croxton Smith had 
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been reading the account of Tom Sebright of the Fitz- 
william, “‘ Ah! my lad, the dam is the secret”. I have not 
the least doubt that there is and must be a great deal in this 
theory. Colonel Cook was a believer in it as well, but 
breeders of hounds and horses have for so long been accus- 
tomed to regard the sire as the responsible factor, and in so 
many cases it can be proved that he was so, as, for instance, 
Mr. Corbet’s Trojan, the Brocklesby Rallywood, etc., that 
it is very difficult to get away from prepotency of the sire, 
especially as one sees in every year’s entry young hounds 
stamped with the looks, manners and excellence of their 
sires, whether the dams are nearly related, of the same 
families or of no known relationship whatever. I should not, 
therefore, lay too great a stress on the Bruce-Lowe theory, 
beyond the fact, which is only common sense, that a well- 
shaped bitch of good hard constitution, and perfect in her 
work in every respect, is more likely to breed hounds of 
similar qualities than one not so perfect or with certain 
imperfections, for it is important to remember that faults 
and imperfections are unfortunately ever dominant over 
virtues, and are nearly certain to reappear, while good 
points do not always do so. 

The breeding of fox-terriers, especially champions, 
where looks, formation and colour are the chief desiderata, 
is a very different game to breeding a pack of foxhounds, 
which has to be done comparatively in a wholesale manner, 
although there is no reason why the greatest attention should 
not be paid to each individual case in the selection of the 
most suitable sires for every bitch you breed from. 

I find the easiest way is to make out the pedigrees of each 
hound entered at the beginning of every season on a half 
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sheet of paper, which gives sufficient room to carry the 
pedigree back to six generations, marking them freely with 
a red, blue or black pencil to show at a glance the repeti- 
tions of particular lines. These half sheets can be pasted 
into a scrap-book, so that at a later date, when you desire to 
mate any particular bitch, you can see at a glance the chief 
families to which she goes back, and this will save a great 
deal of time and trouble. A second scrap-book can be kept 
in which can be given the pedigrees of particular strains, 
which occur in the back line of the pedigrees you have 
already made out, and which you especially wish to breed 
back to. The pedigrees of those stallion hounds that you 
are using or propose to use as suitable for breeding from, 
because they are of the families you prefer to go back to, 
can also be inserted, so that the whole is neatly and con- 
veniently arranged, and when wanted can be seen at once 
without further waste of time. 

It ought to be easy to prove whether the Bruce-Lowe 
system has been successful in the production of some of our 
best foxhounds by examining the pedigrees of these hounds 
and seeing if their excellence can be attributed to their 
having been bred according to his system. I have carefully 
studied a great many of these pedigrees, but in few cases 
can I say that success could be attributed solely to the plan 
advocated. The most striking feature of most of the pedi- 
grees of famous hounds appears to me to be that in most 
cases the name of some particularly well-known hound, like 
the Belvoir Senator or the Brocklesby Rallywood, appears 
in the fourth, fifth and sixth generations in the pedigrees of 
all four of the grandparents, both sires and dams. It might 
be argued that the Rev. Rosslyn Bruce had said the middle 
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lines are relatively of little importance, so do not count 
much. ‘That may or may not be the case in the breeding 
of champion fox-terriers, but it is a fact that the pedigrees 
of our most famous’ hound, like the Belvoir Weathergauge 
1876, more nearly conform to the saying of the roth Lord 
Willoughby de Broke, that the middle quarterings must be 
nicked, which is said to be of little account by the Rev. 
Rosslyn Bruce. 

There are one or two instances that I know of where the 
Bruce-Lowe system might be said to have been successful, 
as, for instance, the Warwickshire Sailor 1893, whose 
pedigree is shown as the sire of the Brocklesby Wrangler 
1899. His dam, Sally 1889, goes back in tail-female to 
Ruin 1877 by Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873. Sally 1889’s 
sire, Stentor, goes back in tail-female to Rosy 1877, sister to 
Ruin, and again Sailor’s sire, the Holderness Gaffer 1889, 
goes back in tail-female to the Warwickshire Rivulet 1879, 
who was also by Lord Coventry’s Rambler 1873, so I under- 
stand that Sailor 1893 was bred exactly on the Bruce-Lowe 
lines. He was of course a very good dog, but his breeding 
was an exception to the general way adopted by the past 
Masters of hound breeding. I admit that it might be 
contended that if all Masters of Hounds had adopted this 
method they might have bred much better hounds, but he 
would be a bold man who said all breeders of hounds have 
been on the wrong tack for two hundred years or so when 
there is so large a number of Masters who have bred good 
hounds on a system of their own and produced hounds suit- 
able for their requirements, and able to show first-rate sport. 

Another branch of breeding animals, and one to which 
a great deal of thought and research has been given, both 
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in England and America, is the breeding of cattle. Many 
books have been written by some of the most learned 
biologists on genetic theories and heredity, with examples 
of the breeding of guinea-pigs, mice, chicken, wheat, etc., 
as well as cattle in order to produce improvement in the 
quality of meat or quantity of milk. The old idea was that 
the female was the important factor and the pedigrees of 
cows were remarkable for showing the tail-female of the 
dam rather than the breeding of the sire, so much so that 
each family was known by the name of some distinguished 
cow, such as the Duchess, Musical or Wildeyes, etc., each 
generation being given more or less the same name with 
numbers running up to hundreds. 

I fancy that the newest school of thought now recognizes 
that the sire or bull has a great deal of influence, if not equal 
influence, of the dam, which after all is according to the 
Mendelian theory, which is the real foundation of all breed- 
ing. The difficulty, to my mind, is to apply it successfully 
to pure-bred animals, for there seems to be no way of finding 
out which are the prepotent animals, or why some are 
dominant and some recessive, until time has proved it so 
by the kind of stock they produce. Probably this un- 
defined virtue of dominance may be caused by a certain 
amount of inbreeding; on the other hand, it may have come 
down through several generations from some particularly 
strong and prepotent ancestor. 

If two distinct breeds are mated together it is easy to 
see, according to Mendelian theories, that one out of four 
should follow the sire, one follow the dam, while the other 
two should bear certain resemblances to each. 

I came across an instance of this not long ago. A pure- 
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bred English foxhound had been mated to a white, more or 
less, Welsh bitch. The dog puppy, a big fine upstanding dog, 
with good bone and straight legs, had all the appearance of a 
pure-bred English foxhound. There was one bitch puppy, 
white and very like the dam; the rest of the litter, a lot of 
weedy whelps, had been destroyed as hopelessly bad. What 
will be the result of the progeny of these two survivors? 
Will the dog, if used as a sire with pure-bred English fox- 
hound bitches, get puppies, apparently pure-bred English 
foxhounds, or will a proportion of them have Welsh charac- 
teristics, and what will the Welsh-looking sister produce? 
Will she throw half Welsh and half English puppies? I 
do not think you can tell for certain, until the puppies 
arrive, which will be the more prepotent of the two, 
although when mated to pure English hounds the majority 
ought to bear English characteristics. 

It seems to be a matter of experiment. The American 
cattle-breeders have found this out, for I read that they let 
out their half-bred bulls to other smaller farmers for them 
to breed from, so that they can judge from the produce what 
kind of stock those bulls get, and whether it is of the desired 
quality for getting either milk or beef. This seems to 
prove that you cannot tell what the progeny of half-breds 
will be like until you have made the experiment as to 
dominance of the bull. This would certainly also apply to 
foxhounds of the English and Welsh cross; and equally the 
theory should apply to pure-bred English foxhounds with 
regard to both appearance and working qualities, only in 
their case the differences are so much slighter and more 
difficult to distinguish until after a year or two, when the 
young hounds develop various characteristics and qualities 
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of work, such as voice, fineness of nose, or perhaps being 
especially good in hunting the line down a road, or possibly 
some trick or habit which you can recognize as the same 
which has come to them from one of their parents or grand- 
parents. Some years ago I hada big dog hound. He had 
great bone, was quite straight, had a beautiful neck and 
shoulders, and very active in spite of his great substance— 
but he was pig-mouthed. However, he was so good in his 
work that I gave him a bitch, and in due course entered a 
dog and one bitch by him. Neither of them had the pig 
mouth, and both were extraordinarily good in their work. 
I bred from both. I used the dog very freely and he never 
got a pig-mouthed whelp. On the other hand, the sister 
threw several pig-mouthed whelps, which were not kept, 
and she was not bred from again. I quote this instance 
to show you cannot tell before the event what is going to 
happen, or which of two in a like case will reproduce the 
fault, until you make the experiment. The dog might just 
as well have bred the pig-mouthed puppies and the bitch 
the good ones. Equally they might both have bred some 
pig-mouthed and some with good mouths, or they might 
have both bred correct ones in spite of the betting being 
against it. This seems to be the difficulty of the Mendelian 
theory, that you cannot tell exactly what is going to happen 
until you have made experiments; and by that time it is 
generally too late to go on with a given plan. You have to 
wait until you find out which are your dominant sires, who 
impress their qualities and appearance on their stock; and 
in the same way you learn which are your dominant bitches, 
who hand on their characteristics and qualities no matter to 
what sires they are mated. 
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That this is the case, and that certain qualities are 
handed down in the tail-female for many generations, I 
am perhaps in a unique position to prove, as the whole of 
my pack of hounds have for a good many years been 
descended from only four bitches in the direct female line; 
and that out of the whole pack that was got together by my 
father when he started to keep hounds thirty-nine years ago, 
all those hounds bred from the other bitches during perhaps 
the first twenty years have died out and for various reasons 
have disappeared, with the exception of one other who still 
has some representatives on the male side. I must explain 
that such a position is only possible from the fact that since 
the first three years, during which the pack was being formed, 
no outside bitches were ever purchased, except once, when 
I bought one couple of well-bred bitches from Mr. Butt 
Miller; but although I tried to breed from them and did 
get some whelps, they did not go on and continue their 
strain for more than one generation. 

These four foundation bitches, as they may be called, 
were Craven Welcome 1884, the Chiddingfold Buttercup 
1883, Lord Somerton’s Cressida 1885, and Lord Somerton’s 
Songstress 1886. In going through my hound list for last 
season, 1924~25, I find that out of 344 couple of hounds 
in that list eighteen couple are descended in tail-female 
from the Craven Welcome 1884, 14 couple from Chidding- 
fold Buttercup 1883, four couple from Lord Somerton’s 
Cressida 1885, and eleven couple from Lord Somerton’s 
Songstress 1886. Of these there are by home-bred sires 
fourteen couple, which sires go back in tail-female to the 
Craven Welcome, 3% couple, to Chiddingfold Buttercup, 
five couple, one dog hound to Lord Somerton’s Cressida, 
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and five couple to Lord Somerton’s Songstress. One 
bitch goes back in tail-female of both her dam and sire 
to Welcome, and one in the same way to Songstress. 

This seems to be an interesting study in hound breed- 
ing, and my object is to show that there are certain character- 
istics which have generally persisted through the female 
line and keep on coming out, in spite of the use of all sorts 
of outside blood and the use of sires from Belvoir, Badminton, 
Brocklesby, Berkeley and Warwickshire, to say nothing of 
the various crosses of these four lines of bitch influence in 
the middle quarterings of the different pedigrees. Take, 
for example, the dam of my Trouncer 1923, whose pedigree 
is given to show the many lines to Lord Coventry’s Rambler 
(p. 95). She was Trinket 1918, and has in her pedigree 
two lines to Chiddingfold Buttercup, two lines to Cressida 
and three to Songstress, Songstress being both on the lower 
line or tail-female of both her sire and dam. 

Taken as a whole the eighteen couple of hounds which 
go back in tail-female to Welcome have the greatest amount 
of bone, they are heavier hounds, and many of them are 
rather coarser in their coats. Nearly all the biggest hounds 
that I have bred during the last twenty or thirty years have 
been of her family. 

The Buttercups also have fair size, but are, and always 
have been (those of past years which I remember), of 
much finer quality, and that family has produced the best 
stallion hounds. 

The Cressidas are of a smaller type, shorter on the leg, 
with well-arched ribs, but are very keen and hard runners, 
as the old bitch was herself. 

The Songstress characteristics are remarkable for a 
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certain beautiful quality in their coats, with what might be 
called a soft affectionate expression of countenance, but 
demons to hunt. 

The hunting qualities of the four families are difficult 
to define or separate, as there is little to choose between them 
in their work; and as far as appearances go it is only possible 
to make the distinctions of the four family characteristics 
from a general knowledge not only of the hounds at present 
in the pack but from the recollection of the appearances of 
the dams of six or seven generations of the past. 
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I sHoutp like to recommend that all breeders of hounds 
should make a study of the Mendelian theory. That was a 
most wonderful discovery, which has changed all the ideas 
of former scientists such as Darwin and other eminent 
biologists, who were searching to find out the classification 
of the hereditary system and ascertain the inter-relationship 
between species. Up to only a very few years ago the 
knowledge of the ordinary breeder was very simple, and 
went very little beyond the fact that like tends to beget like, 
followed by an equally simple formula of breeding from the 
best to the best. The science of genetics has now assumed 
gigantic proportions; it has been taken up by countless 
learned professors, and a most involved science it is. 
have recently obtained a book called Avimal Genetics, by 
F. A. E. Crew, of Edinburgh University. At the end of 
this book there is a bibliography or list of books written on 
matters relating to this subject. This list extends over fifty- 
four pages, with the titles and authors of about twenty-five 
separate works on each page, so that in all there must be 
about 1400 books in this list on the scientific theories of 
breeding all sorts of animals, with experiments made on 
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such things as wheat, beans, peas, flowers of all sorts, rabbits, 
mice, rats, guinea-pigs, flies, butterflies, chickens, cows and 
horses, etc.—truly an alarming subject to approach. Prob- 
ably the most wonderful thing about it is that as a whole 
the same rules of the hereditary principle, now known as the 
Mendelian Theory, may be said to apply to each and every 
kind throughout; and that the same magic numbers of 
3:2 orl: 2:1, or variations of it according to other very 
mixed and elaborate calculations, in respect of different 
conditions of relationship and previous unknown com- 
binations of blood, always can be proved to come back 
approximately to those proportions. 

As it has now been proved that this is the universal 
result in the case of every class from human beings to the 
smallest of flies, it is evident that the foxhound also must be 
subject to these rules. Is it not therefore incumbent on 
every breeder of foxhounds to take up this great science, 
even if it is in a rather perfunctory way, so that he may know 
something of the rules and be able to account for some of the 
extraordinary things that occasionally happen when breed- 
ing hounds? I am aware that the majority of Masters of 
Hounds and huntsmen are not professors, and that the taste 
for abstruse calculations and mathematical reasoning does 
not, as a rule, go with the noble science of fox-hunting, but 
there must be many who can appreciate the fact that with 
a little even superficial study of this difficult question they 
may be able to improve the looks and working qualities of 
their hounds. In any case it seems worth while to acquire 
a certain amount of knowledge and to make oneself 
acquainted with some of the simple rules which have 
resulted from the many experiments that have been made. 
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The first and simplest formula is that if you breed with a 
white bull and a red cow you will probably get a roan calf. 
If you continue and breed in due time from this roan heifer 
and a roan bull, similarly bred, you would get one white 
calf, two roan calves and one red calf. This represents the 
figure formula 1:2:1. So far it appears most simple, 
but there may be all sorts of unknown powers at work. 
There is the question of dominance and recessiveness; 
there may be pure dominants, pure recessive, and impure 
dominance and recessive, either in the case of colour or of 
any particular characteristics. Individuals may be pure in 
respect of one character, and at the same time impure or 
hybrid in respect of others. 

Two animals of similar character, which produce off- 
spring of the same character, are said to be homozygous in 
reproducing that character. 

If parents of dissimilar character are united it is called 
heterozygous, in that the produce might be of alternative 
character. The homozygous produce offspring of only 
one and the same character, while other characteristics may 
at the same time be recessive, impure or hybrid. 

The heterozygous produce offspring typical of two 
kinds, half of one quality, half of the other. 

Now take the case of the blue Andalusian fowls. The 
blue colour is said to be the result of a former cross of the 
black and the white Andalusians, in the same way as the 
roan of the shorthorn is the result of crossing a white bull 
with a red heifer. It seems to be the practice of breeders 
of blue Andalusians only to breed from the blue coloured 
stock, and should any chicks turn out to be black or white 
they are drafted at once; but according to Mendelian rules 
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this is quite unnecessary, for if they kept and inbred from 
these black and white they would get nearly 100 per cent 
of the required blue, or, at least, three blue to one of 
black or white colour, on account of the dominance which 
is so great a force in the Mendelian scheme of inheritance. 

There are many other features which have to be taken 
into account, such as the results of inbreeding, outcrossing 
with hybrid stock, and what is called multiple factors. 

As regards inbreeding, many experiments have been 
made, and I gather that in some cases it is most beneficial, 
provided that it is accompanied with severe elimination of 
the unfit. Experiments were made of crossing brother to 
sister for several generations, and it is curious that the most 
successful result was obtained in cases where the original 
couple were already closely related, in comparison to other 
experiments where the finest pair were of no known relation- 
ship, or of a distinct species. These remarks, of course, 
only refer to what are called laboratory animals, such as rats, 
mice and guinea-pigs. 

So much for the theory, but a very imperfect sketch of 
it. How are we to apply it to the breeding of hounds to 
secure better results than the old haphazard way? How 
can we find out which are the homozygous hounds, or 
which are heterozygous, and in what way does that apply 
to all the various and necessary qualities required in hounds, 
such as nose, tongue, stoutness, constitution, size, bone, 
ribs, correctness of shape for speed and stamina, as well as 
good legs and feet? Any one of these necessary qualities 
may be either dominant or recessive in one or other hound, 
and any group of them may be the same. A hound may 
have all these qualities and fail in one, like bad feet, and 
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yet he may hand on the bad feet to every one of his stock. 
The difficulty is how to combine all desiderata in one or 
more prepotent sire or dam. It appears that even in the 
case of bulls, it is not known to what extent one will be 
prepotent, and reproduce his colour or other qualities until 
he has sired a certain number of calves. In the same way 
the success of a foxhound as a stallion hound cannot be 
gauged until it is known that his stock turn out satisfactorily 
or otherwise. So it comes to this, that when the breeder of 
hounds has determined on the kind of hound he desires his 
pack to be composed of, he should use those stallion hounds 
which have proved themselves already as prepotent in the 
desired characteristics. But he must remember that there 
is heterozygosity in a greater or less degree in every hound, 
that when he has secured his prepotent sire, he has to count 
on the heterozygosity of the dam he mates to her. His aim 
should be to eliminate those characteristics, brought in by 
that heterozygosity of the dam, which are undesirable, and 
to concentrate on the greatest number of those desirable 
virtues, so as to breed as nearly as possible to the ideal 
prepotent or homozygous strain, which will go on repro- 
ducing themselves from generation to generation. 

It is possible that the quickest and most certain way to 
attain this might be by a method of extremely close in- 
breeding, as in a case of brother to sister. We know that 
in the past grandson has been mated to granddaughter with 
considerable success. This would not be considered right 
in these days, and I admit that it would be rather risky, but 
you might get the one desired homozygous dog out of a 
litter of otherwise useless or delicate puppies. 

The scientists say that line breeding is only another 
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form of inbreeding, but not so effective, owing to the intro- 
duction and inclusion of many other lines of other family 
characteristics, which, so to speak, waters down the effect. 
This may be true from a laboratory point of view, but it will 
be admitted by all breeders of hounds that line breeding 
is the most suitable form of inbreeding for foxhounds, on 
account of the necessity of preserving a really good, hard 
constitution, which is absolutely the first requirement in 
order to stand the strain of the hard work they have to go 
through. Line breeding, therefore, may be considered the 
best method by which we can concentrate upon the blood of 
famous progenitors, and this will lead to the elimination of 
the chances of failure and the attainment of the desired 
homozygosity. 

It might be interesting to take an example of Mendelism 
as applied to hounds. I therefore take the most apparent 
characteristic, which is that of the white or light-coloured 
hounds, this being so much more easily traced than any 
other virtue, such as nose or drive; but the dominance or 
recessiveness of colour may be considered as an example of 
the way other factors, such as appearance, constitution, etc., 
work in the hereditary system. 

Many Masters and huntsmen will not breed from a 
white or a bad-coloured hound, however good they may be 
in their work or in other respects. This is a mistake, for 
however much some people may dislike the light colour, I 
hope to prove how easily, if so required, the light colour 
can be bred out, and possibly the excellence retained, This, 
of course, has been done at Belvoir, and the example which 
I give, the actual pedigree of a family of hounds in my 
kennel, and one remarkable for the excellence of the work 
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of every member of that family, will show in the first place 
how quickly the white can be suppressed, and at the same 
time how easily the light colour could be preserved if so 
desired. It will be seen in the first generation or F, that 
the white Graceful 1916 had two litters, all more or less 
tan, by tan sires; her sister, the white Gracious 1916, when 
mated to a Belvoir dog had five white and two tan puppies. 
Of these, Concord 1921 got very good-coloured stock. 
Cowslip (white) had no white whelps; some of the litter 
were bright tan, others tan heads, but with a good deal of 
white markings on the body. 


Berkeley Graphic ’11 = Lord Bathurst’s Sentiment 713 


with white strain | dark tan strain through her sire 
| 
Graphic "16, ee 16, ae 16, Graceful 716, 
lightish tan, sterile dark tan, all his stock nearly white, nearly white, bred two 
of dark tan mated to litters, all tan heads, with 
Belvoir Councillor ’14. a good deal of white 
Councillor ’21, Contest ’21, Concord ’21, Countess ’21, Cowslip ’21, 
white, with slight | white, with slight tan, used a great tan, bred 2 tan white, bred two 
yellow markings, yellow markings, deal, never got whelps and 2 large litters, all 
sterile sterile light-coloured yellow, by the with tan markings, 
stock Paladin ’21 by the some having a good 
Badminton deal of white, by 
Paladin ’13 Sampler ‘21 by 
the Belvoir 
Sampler 
white bitch, Columbine ’21, 1st litter by tan hound Pleader ’21, produce all tan, four 
died young white couple 


2nd litter by a tan-coloured grandson of Berkeley Graphic 
"11, three couple of white whelps, 14 couple tan with 
very little white 

3rd litter by a Belvoir hound, five couple all dark tan 


Countess 1921, tan, when put toa son of the Badminton 


Paladin 1913, who, I believe, had a distant white strain in 
him, for I have seen a light-coloured son of his in another 
kennel, produced two yellow and two tan whelps. 


Then Columbine 1921, white, is the most interesting, for 
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she shows most clearly what can be done in breeding for 
colour, either for tan or for the white. 

Columbine 1921 was sold at Rugby in a draft, in whelp 
to my Pleader 1921, who was related to her, three generations 
from Plunder, Columbine being four generations from the 
same hound. The result was, naturally, four couple of well- 
coloured whelps. The following year she bred to a tan 
Berkeley-bred dog, a grandson of the Berkeley Graphic 1911. 
Here you get grandson and granddaughter, going back to 
the strong white line, mated together, and I am told the 
result was a big litter of three couple of white whelps, 
and 14 couple of tan with very little white. This shows 
clearly that if the light colour in hounds was desired, it 
would be easy to obtain it by continually and regularly 
breeding from hounds with the light strain in their pedigree, 
and that it is not necessary for both parents to be of the same 
colour. If it was desired to have an all-white pack of hounds, 
like that of Mr. Edward Curre’s, greater care and more 
drastic methods would have to be adopted. He has, 
however, proved that it can be done and, I am told, with 
great success, 

Too much knowledge may be a dangerous thing, Let 
us suppose, for example, a Master of Hounds, with know- 
ledge of the Mendelian theory, who admires the large and 
heavy type of foxhound, and is determined to have a pack of 
hounds of great size and bone. He would look round for 
the heaviest type of sire, and use him, regardless of the fact 
that this dog might be a bit slack in his work, with little zeal 
or love of hunting. What does that matter? he might say; 
that can be easily rectified through the science of breeding 
on Mendelian lines. He uses this dog toa good-working 


117 


THE BREEDING OF FOXHOUNDS 


bitch, and finds that he gets a proportion of puppies, 
perhaps three out of four, that are big and slack: that is all 
that can be expected, but if the theory is pursued he would 
again breed from these slackers, perhaps mating them to 
other good-working hounds, some of which may be nearly 
related to the first working bitch. The result of this cross 
may be one bad, one good and two moderately good 
hounds, and so on; but, meanwhile, unless the slackers 
had been drafted, he would find his pack half full of moderate 
working hounds, sport would deteriorate, although, perhaps, 
the size and looks of his hounds would have improved. 
This is an extreme case, and would be a very wrong use of 
his knowledge; but if the knowledge is applied in the right 
way, there is no reason why it should not be made use of. 
Take the case of another Master who may admire the true 
dash and cry of the foxhound. He might find that in 
especially breeding for these two qualities he was losing 
bone and substance, or that the knees and feet of his hounds 
were deteriorating. There is no reason why he should not 
try to improve or correct these faults by the use of some 
hounds who were good in those respects, but he must first 
satisfy himself that these hounds were dominant in those 
qualities which he desires to obtain, and also that they were 
possessed of good-working qualities as well. 

Well, it may be said, that is only common sense; we all 
knew that, and it is done every day—and so it is, but the 
science comes in afterwards, in the breeding of the next two 
generations, so that the faults which have been corrected by 
the judicious outcross shall not reappear. That is where 
the difficulty lies, and how the study of Mendelian lines may 
be a great help to breeders of hounds. 
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Fasuion has decreed that the colour of our modern fox- 
hound must be of the Belvoir tan, and by that term the Belvoir 
tan has become so much exaggerated that a hound of correct 
Belvoir tan has hardly any white left on him, except, perhaps, 
the lower part of his limbs. This is nothing more than a 
fashion set by the great Belvoir kennel, and duly handed on 
by them to many other kennels in England. I cannot help 
thinking that it is rather an unfortunate fashion, for I like 
a hound with a good neck and shoulders, and nothing sets 
off a good neck and shoulders better than if they are white, 
especially if the white marking continues well behind the 
withers. It is a very old trick of the horse-coper to leave 
the saddle-mark unclipped well back, beyond the place 
where a saddle would sit, so as to show of the fine length 
of shoulder in front of the saddle. 

On the other hand, if the black and tan of a hound is 
carried right over the neck to the head, it is to my mind not 
so attractive, and makes them appear heavy in the shoulders. 
This fashion, for it is nothing more than a fashion, is really 
quite a modern invention, and rather an unfortunate one, 
for by some breeders of hounds it is almost carried to excess, 
with more thought of breeding for colour than for work. 
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The Master and huntsman are not alone in admiring 
the all-tan of the Belvoir, but many of those who come out 
hunting think that this colour is correct and de rigueur. 
Ever ready to criticize, they say, ““Oh yes. So-and-so’s 
hounds hunt very well, and say plenty about it, but they 
are a funny-coloured lot.” That may not be very pleasant 
to hear, but if a Master is strong-minded, and knows the 
remark is made by people who only know what is the 
fashion, what does it matter, provided that he is satisfied 
that his light-coloured hounds hunt as well, if not better, 
than those of the correct shade of fashionable crack counties? 
In order to prove that the all-tan is a modern development 
of the last fifty or sixty years, one can see in the History of the 
Belvoir Hunt, by T. F. Dale, two pictures of the Belvoir 
hounds, one from a picture at Belvoir Castle, by J. E. 
Ferneley, of about the date 1858, the other from a picture 
at Allington Hall, dated 1864. In both these pictures the 
hounds have a great deal of white about them, especially 
about their necks and shoulders—very different from the 
admired type of to-day. In the same book there is a list 
of hounds other than of the Belvoir tan of those days, 
between the years 1859 to 1879. In the first ten years, 
that is from 1859 to 1869, there were nine couple of either 
blue, black, grey, lemon or white hounds; from 1870 
to 1879, there were 34 couple, and between the years 
1879 to 1897 only one lemon-coloured hound. This 
shows how the colour has been bred out, or if not entirely 
bred out, if any whelps of a light colour should appear, 
which must sometimes happen, they are of course instantly 
knocked on the head. 

The light colour is most prepotent and persistent, and 
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is a throw back to some good hunting strain of blood of the 
olden time. I like to think that it is a throw back or strain 
of the ancient white hounds of Barbary, mentioned by 
Turberville in his Booke of Hunting, 1576, on which subject 
I wrote some articles in the Morning Post in January 1922. 
Turberville relates how those white hounds were first 
brought into prominence by the Lord Great Seneschal of 
Normandy, for before that they were only fancied by 
gentlemen, as they would not serve for all chases, but only 
for the hart. The first of this race was called “ Souyllard ”’, 
and was given by a “ poore gentleman ” to King Louis. He 
did not fancy him, as he liked the dun-coloured hounds 
best. 

The Seneschal Gaston, however, did like this dog, and 
got the king to give the dog to him, but was afterwards 
forced to give up Souyllard to the Lord Great Seneschal, 
who proceeded to breed from him, as did also the Lady 
Anne of Bourbon, and the race increased considerably, 

King Francis seems to have crossed the white hounds 
with the fallow-coloured hounds, and then the Queen of 
Scots gave the king another white hound called Barraude. 
The cross succeeded admirably, as they are said to have 
been stronger than the rest, and “ most proper for Princes, 
being fayre, gallant hunters, lusty rangers, and good of 
scent, which give not over the chace for any heate, and are 
not easily overlaid or broken with the throng of the riders, 
nor with the noise and cry of many men which attend 
Princes on hunting. They keep the chace better without 
change and are better to trust with; they do feare the water 
a little, especially in the winter when it is cold.” This is a 
very good character of the old white French hound, and if 
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our white, grey or lemon-coloured hounds of to-day are 
descended from the royal white hounds of France, no 
Master of Hounds need be ashamed of it. One never sees 
a bad white or light-coloured hound, and personally I am 
very fond of them, and think it is a great mistake to knock 
the light-coloured whelps on the head. I think it is a great 
advantage to be able to see them at their work, and a gleam 
of white in the distance is often very convenient on a dark 
evening, when a pack of all-tan might be almost invisible. 

Why should every hound in the pack be of the same 
colour? Ask an artist like Mr. Munnings to paint your 
hounds, and if you have a white or light-coloured one, he 
will at once put it in the foreground. 

Another advantage is that some of the members of your 
hunt will get to know a light-coloured hound, and take the 
greatest interest in him if they see him doing a good bit of 
work, and this interest may lead to them walking a puppy 
for you. 

The fact is that the dark Belvoir tan is nothing more than 
a fashion, and a fashion that is very difficult to go against. 
Probably nineteen out of twenty Masters and huntsmen 
would prefer to use a hound of correct Belvoir tan rather 
than a light-coloured one, however good the light-coloured 
one may be in his work; and if a huntsman gets the chance, 
he will on the slightest excuse put the light-coloured 
whelps out of the way, because he thinks that a light- 
coloured hound will not improve the look of his pack, and 
certainly not be of any use as a stallion hound later on, or 
bring patronage to his kennel, for none of his friends would 
use a white or light-coloured hound, even if he could give 
the best of characters to him for his work. 
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I believe this fashion for the tan colour has done an 
immense amount of harm. It has caused the destruction of 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of whelps which might have 
been as good as Brocklesby Rallywood 1843, Brocklesby 
Ruler 1844, a rich yellow pie, or Mr. Osbaldeston’s Furrier 
1820, who was ‘‘a very black and white hound ”’, or the 
Berkeley Cromwell 1855, a white hound. 

Furthermore, it is quite possible that the desire to have 
a good-looking pack of hounds and the choice of stallion 
hounds depending more on colour and looks than on super- 
excellence in work, nose, voice and stoutness, may have 
something to do with another unfortunate fashion which 
has been taken up, and I fear is increasing, among certain 
Masters of Hounds. [ allude to the introduction of Welsh 
or half-Welsh blood. This is done no doubt with the best 
intention; with the object of introducing finer scenting 
qualities and more voice. But when one hears of the use 
of Welsh blood, is it not rather a confession of weakness? 
—the result of failure in the selection of thoroughly good 
working hounds, with nose and voice, as sires of the pack, 
which has caused the lack of these virtues, and driven the 
Master to the Opposite extreme; who in despair cries, “I 
must have nose and voice immediately, never mind the 
looks, straightness, feet, stoutness or drive; the Welsh nose 
and voice is the only cure.” 

It really makes me sad to think of what is being done, 
What is the use of studying pedigrees if a Welsh hound is 
used? It is a blot on the escutcheon, a mésalliance, a marriage 
without quarterings; or to take another simile, as if you 
mated a thoroughbred mare to a half-bred hackney or cart- 
horse, because you wanted to get greater size and stamina 
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in a long-distance race. And when this precious Welsh 
blood is introduced the next thing that is done is to breed 
it out again as fast as possible, in order to get back the dash 
and drive of the true foxhound. But the blot in the 
pedigree remains, and the rough hair will continue every 
now and then, as also some other defects. 

How much better it would be to have a little patience, to 
be more careful in the selection of sires, and be certain before 
a hound is used that he is possessed of undoubted qualities 
of nose and voice. If a pack of hounds has to be improved 
you must be hard-hearted, draft unscrupulously any mute 
hounds, and keep on drafting, for there is nothing so catch- 
ing as that habit, and one mute one will make many others. 
Never mind if your line hunters are a bit slow; if you breed 
from them with judgement, you will get some young ones 
that will be better—probably much better than your half- 
bred Welshmen; and if you can afford to buy two or three 
brood bitches from a kennel, known to have nose and voice, 
and breed from them, you would in a few years change the 
character of your pack, and be able to boast that you had 
not a single mute hound among them. “ Avoid a mute 
hound like the devil ” was the very good advice given by an 
old Master of Hounds, and if you get tongue, you generally 
get nose as well. If you have to put up with some throaty 
hounds to start with, that can be altered later on. 

It has been said that it takes a lifetime to breed a first- 
rate pack of hounds, but if you have patience, and draft 
freely, there is no doubt that a pure-bred English pack of 
hounds can be bred which will give complete satisfaction, 
without having recourse to Welsh hounds of doubtful 
pedigree. 
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After having given so many pedigrees of former well- 
known hounds, it may be of interest to add two of present- 
day hounds, and I have selected the winners of the Dog 
and Bitch Champion prizes at Peterborough for 1924. 
Sir Villiers Forster has been good enough to lend me the 
photograph of the portrait of his Champion dog hound 
the North Staffordshire Denmark 1922, painted by Miss 
Violet T. Seckham, and Mr. J. P. Arkwright has also 
kindly let me have the photograph of his North Warwick- 
shire Rally 1921, taken by Messrs. Rouch, for repro- 
duction in this book. 

The pedigrees of these two hounds, as well as those 
of the two winners of the Championships at Peterborough 
for 1925, which are also added, are worth looking at very 
carefully. The first thing that occurs to one on com- 
paring the pedigrees of the 1924 Champions is the fact 
that both hounds go back in several strains to the old 
famous Warwickshire hounds like Tuscan 1897, Sailor 
1895, Trouncer 1896, Gauger 1899, Nailer 1894; the 
North Warwickshire Rally getting that blood through the 
Warwickshire Tancred 1895 and Trimmer 1892, and also 
through the Brocklesby sires Wrangler 1899, by Warwick- 
shire Sailor 1895 and Brocklesby Tuscan 1899, by Warwick- 
shire Talisman 1893. 

So both hounds have a lot of good Warwickshire blood 
which in their day won prizes at Peterborough. The 
Belvoir Weaver 1906 and Ragman 1906 also appear in 
both pedigrees. The North Stafford Denmark may be 
said to be bred rather on the Bruce-Lowe theory, his 
sire’s dam being a granddaughter of my Gallant 1901, and 
his dam being rather closely bred to the same dog. How 
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far this has helped him to attain the proud position of 
winning the Champion Cup I cannot pretend to say. Time 
only can show if he establishes himself as a really good sire 
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in the future. Sir Villiers Forster informs me that he is 
not only a very good dog in his work himself, but that his 
stock are equally good in that respect. 

Now as to the pedigrees of the two Champion Prize 
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winners at the Peterborough show for 192 5, which are also 


well worth studying. 


The Duke of Beaufort’s Rustic 1923 was the Cham- 
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pion dog hound. He is a bright tan-coloured hound, with 
great bone and on short legs, and of the real Belvoir type, 
as indeed he should be by his breeding, which is mostly 
of Belvoir blood. His sire, the Belvoir Wicklow 1916, is 
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nearly pure Belvoir, with a far back strain of Lord Fitz- 
hardinge’s Wanderer 1891, and the Blankney Villager 1884, 
which he gets through the Duke of Buccleuch’s Warwick 
1913. His dam, Rumour 1919, is also mostly Belvoir, 
except that her sire, the Beaufort Cardinal 1913, a well- 
known and successful Badminton sire, who was again half 
Belvoir, strains back through both his grand-dams’ lower 
line to Lord Fitzhardinge’s Nathan 1888, and the Bicester 
Dreadnought 1892. The pedigree as a whole is remark- 
able for the large number of strains back to the Belvoir 
Dexter 1895; and it is most likely that the skilful combina- 
tion of the dozen or so of lines back to this great hound in 
the fifth and sixth generations is the cause of his great 
success. 

The champion bitch, the Cleveland Tempest 1923, is 
rather differently bred; although more than half the sires 
of the sixth generation are Belvoir-bred hounds, there is a 
good deal of the old Warwickshire blood represented by 
Tarquin 1895, Talisman 1893 and Sailor 1893, the latter 
of whom is brought in three times through the Brocklesby 
Aimwell 1902, Wrangler 1899 line. There is besides the 
good blood of both the Oakley Dancer 1888 and Grafton 
Woodman 1892, which is as good as can be wished for. 
This is a very interesting pedigree, combining the best 
blood of the country. Tempest should be a very valuable 
bitch, from whom no doubt Colonel Wharton, with many 
years’ experience of hound-breeding, will, I hope, breed 
many hounds possessing all the most desirable hunting 
qualities. 

In conclusion, in order to sum up my remarks, and once 
more to state the object which has compelled me to write 
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this book, namely, to urge every breeder of hounds to devote 
the greatest care in the selection of sires most suitable for 
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their bitches, which can only be done by an intimate know- 

ledge of the hunting qualities of different well-known lines 

of really good hunting blood, if it is desired to perpetuate 
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the qualities of nose, voice and stoutness, my final advice is: 
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breed on a system which will unite the greatest possible 
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number of lines of celebrated hounds who have distin- 
guished themselves in the past, and to bring these together 
so that each of the four grandparents can show the same 
strains to as many of those famous hounds which you know 
to be thoroughly reliable hunting strains in the far-off 
generations of each of their pedigrees. 

If this is to be done, it can only be brought about by 
the closest study of a vast number of pedigrees, an occupa- 
tion which I fear is not to everybody’s taste. It means 
hours of work and research, but to those who have a taste 
for such things it is a labour of love which has its reward 
perhaps years afterwards, when you see your hounds at 
work and bringing their hunted fox to hand in really good 
form. 

To put this quite shortly, it is “ study the pedigrees”, 

Colonel Cook tells the story of Lord Egremont’s hunts- 
man, a Durham man, who emphatically gave the following 
advice to one of the sons of his noble master, who was not 
allowed to hunt as much as the huntsman thought he ought 
to, but was kept at his books, his education being thought 
more necessary. The huntsman said, “ Stoody, stoody, 
stoody, always stoodying. Ar say stoody fox-hunting.” 
I would add to this “ stoody fox-hunting”’ my advice of 
“ stoody the pedigrees ’”’. 

And now I must lay down my pen or I shall be rightly 
accused of babbling on the line. If anything that I have 
written should encourage some breeder of foxhounds to 
study hound pedigrees a little more closely, I shall feel 
satisfied; for I feel certain that there is a great deal in follow- 
ing and keeping strictly to the best hunting lines, and | 
think there is more pleasure in seeing a really good piece of 
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work out hunting than in winning any number of prizes 
at hound shows. Nose, tongue and stoutness should be the 
first consideration, and if to these three can be added drive 
and good looks, so much the better for the happy owner of 
that pack. 


THE END 
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